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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
fifty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.   
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE DO NOT HAVE AN ACTIVITY PLANNED FOR SAT., JUNE 29TH. 
 
This section is quoted from Anne and John Heard, who are co-Directors of the Albuquerque, New Mexico club.  I thought 
it was worth sharing. 
 

“We thought that we would dedicate this piece to reminding ourselves and you what Friendship Force is 
all about.  We belong to a truly wonderful organization, dedicated to furthering the cause of friendship, 

love and peace as emphasized in the pledge we repeat before every luncheon. 
 

In our organization we have luncheons every month with good food, fellowship and entertaining speakers.  
This is a great activity and something that sets us apart from other clubs that don’t meet nearly so often.  

But it is also important to remember that our core purpose is to carry out international and domestic 
exchanges to bring different peoples and cultures together.  This is where what we do can really pay off in 

terms of international and inter-cultural understanding.  
 

For many of us international travel is difficult due to the cost, although FFI is clearly one of the least 
expensive ways to travel, and the rewards of getting to know other peoples on a personal level are 

without doubt greater than an average tourist vacation.  For others, the physical requirements of inter-
national travel may preclude participation.  However, home hosting visitors can provide a similar 

experience - a highly rewarding and educational experience and one that can bring great joy to visitors 
and hosts alike.  It’s also a great way to get to know our own community when we participate in visits and 

excursions in Albuquerque and New Mexico in general.  
 

Finally, we urge each member to take advantage of opportunities and resources available at FFI’s 
Website – www.thefriendshipforce.org.  The “World of Friends” catalog, for example, lists current FFI 

travel opportunities that you can access through a simple application process.  Today there are more than 
300 Clubs in 60 countries; people willing to open their doors in the name of hospitality and friend-ship.  

On the website there is also a mechanism for obtaining basic information about any club in the world with 
descriptions on each club and the area, often with indications of what you can expect to see in a visit.  

There are many other offerings as well, including interesting blogs, language learning and special 
educational opportunities.  

 
This is a unique organization with multiple benefits, and we should strive to take maximum advantage of 

what it has to offer. 
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April Outing 
 
We visited the Adickes Sculpturworx Studio in the Heights for our April activity.  David Adickes is 
probably best known for the stunning statue of Sam Houston on I-45 outside Huntsville, but he has 
also done busts of all the Presidents, as well as other famous people.  Lunch followed at Five Guys 
Burgers & Fries then several of us went to the Art Car Museum.  Here are a few photos.  
 

                                                                                                                         

                  
 

 
Joy Huntington, Hans Ave Lallemant, Gen Pike, Margaret Burgess, Marjo Ave Lallemant, Ray Missman 
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International Dining Night 

                        
L to R: Betty Spooner, Dolores Rieger, JoAnn Peschel, Bernice Beckerman, 
           Sheldon & Joan Camenson, Lila Day, & a friend 

                   
                  Master Chef Bernie Cuillier                              Don & Sid Formanek, Tom & Mary Evans, Linda & John Doolittle 
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May Meeting 
The Clayton Genealogical Library was the sight of our May meeting where we learned about 
researching our family history. 

 

Outbound Exchange to Australia 
 
G’day FF Houston Members!   Prepare 
to join our club as we embark on a once-
in-a-lifetime adventure to Australia and 
New Zealand in 2014!  We’re just in the 
planning stages (no quotable details yet), 
but mark your calendars for the end of 
March through the middle of April 2014.  
The Australian FF Clubs of Newcastle 
and N. Moreton (Brisbane) have 
graciously invited us to visit in April next 
year.  Both cities are located on the 
world-renowned and scenically beautiful 
East Coast of Australia.  How fortunate 
are we  --  2 exchanges! 
 
And it would be a shame to go to the South Pacific and not see New Zealand!  Therefore we’ve 
requested an additional exchange to New Zealand at the end of March, and we have several 
possibilities at this time.  In addition to being a stunningly beautiful country, New Zealanders have the 
reputation as the world’s friendliest people, so I’m confident we’ll thoroughly enjoy whichever club 
we’re lucky enough to visit. 
In the meantime, check out a few websites (www.visitnewcastle.com, www.yesaustralia.com, 
www.australia.com, www.newzealand.com, www.nz.com) and start getting excited about the 
opportunity to make new friends in the awe-inspiring countries of Australia and New Zealand!  
Note: the maximum number of Ambassadors is 18 so sign up early by contacting me at 
jp@nporter.com.  Cheerio, Jean Porter, ED 
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Former Member 
 
KATHRYN EYDT PAYNE, 81, went home to be with our Lord on June 6, 2013.  Katie was born on 
September 14, 1931.  She was the only child of Ludwig and Laura Froeschle Eydt of Higginsville, 
Missouri.  She graduated from Higginsville High School and received her Bachelor of Science 
degree from the University of Central Missouri in 1953.  Katie was then employed as a medical 
research laboratory assistant at the Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, Missouri 
until 1959.  She married R. Wayne Payne on September 22, 1956.  She is survived by her husband, 
son David, his wife Mary and grandson Chase and son John, his wife Karen and granddaughter 
Madeleine.  Her sons were born in St. Louis and the family later lived in Memphis, Tennessee; 
Copenhagen, Denmark and Houston, Texas. 
 
In recent years, she had struggled with the effects of post-polio syndrome initially caused, while in 
college, from non-paralytic polio.  Her interests included gardening, cooking, and volunteering for 

community and other non-profit organization activities.  As her children were growing up, she served as Cub Scout Den 
Mother, P.T.A. President and celebrated her sons both becoming Eagle Scouts.  She was the Founding President of the 
Memorial Drive Esplanade Association, a non-profit organization created for the beautification of a portion of Houston’s 
Memorial Drive esplanades. 
 
Her world-wide friendships were created through participation in Friendship Force reciprocal home-stay visits with 
people from other countries.  She enjoyed global travel with her family.  She had been active in many Church activities 
and was a life member of the Board of Stewards of Chapelwood United Methodist Church.  Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Chapelwood UMC Foundation, American Cancer Society or a charity of your choice. 

Inbound Exchange in November 
 
We have the pleasure of hosting the club from Bandung, Indonesia from Nov. 15th – Nov. 22nd.  They 
will be bringing 16 people and are planning to attend the World Conference immediately after leaving 
us.  Marjo Ave Lallemant has graciously agreed to be our Exchange Director and is currently seeking 
home and day hosts for that week.  Please contact Marjo at winmar39@hotmail.com if you can host.  
We will be taking them to see many of our area highlights, including a city tour, NASA, Kemah, 
Galveston, the San Jacinto Monument and Battleship Texas, the George Ranch and, at their request, 
a local rodeo, assuming we can find one at that time of year.  If you know of any of the surrounding 
towns who have rodeos, please let Marjo know. 

World Conference in November 
 
Our annual World Conference will be held Nov. 22-25 in New 
Orleans at the Astor Crowne Hotel on Canal Street.  See 
http://www.eventbee.com/v/ffiworldconference2013.  Board 
members attending are Joy Huntington and Jean Porter; 
however, all members are welcome, so join us if you can.  It 
should be a wonderful opportunity to meet members from all 
over the world and to learn more about our organization through 
the educational sessions offered. 
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Contact Us
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 
 

Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 
 

Facebook Account 
Friendship Force of Greater Houston 
 

President, 
Newsletter Editor, 
Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-380-8684 
  jhuntington001@gmail.com 
 

Vice-President 
 Marjo Ave Lallemant 
  713-669-1972 
  winmar39@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Elizabeth Spooner 
  281-589-7901 
  no email 
 

Secretary 
 Mary Adams 
  713-620-8048 
  adamsma5349@yahoo.com 
 
 

Membership Chairman 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 
  jp@nporter.com 
 

FFI  Procedures Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 
 

Advisor/Past President 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 

FF Houston 2013 Calendar 
 Date Day Activity Location Time 

Jul 9 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Jul 13 Sat International Dining Night 
Thai Cottage 

3995 Richmond 
713-623-0707 

6 PM 

Jul 27 Sat General Meeting w/ guest speaker 
(cross-cultural understanding) and 
potluck luncheon 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Aug 6 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Aug 10 Sat International Dining Night 
Demassi’s (Lebanese) 

8236 Kirby 
713-526-5111 

6 PM 

Aug 25 Sun Meal at Hungry’s Bistro followed by 
Visit to 10,000 Villages store 

2356 Rice Blvd. 
2424 Rice Blvd 

3 PM 
5 PM 

Sep 10 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Sep 14 Sat International Dining Night TBD 6 PM 

Sep 28 Sat General Meeting & potluck 
Suggestions welcome 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Oct 8 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Oct 12 Sat International Dining Night TBD 6 PM 

Oct 26 Sat Outing to Funeral Museum followed 
by lunch in Old Town Spring at 
Wunsche Bros. Saloon 

415 Barren Springs Dr., 
Houston, TX 77090 then 
103 Midway St., Spring 

11 AM 

Nov 5 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Nov 9 Sat International Dining Night TBD 6 PM 

Nov 15-22  Inbound Exchange from Bandung, 
Indonesia 

Marjo Ave Lallemant, ED  

Nov 22-25  FFI International Conference in New 
Orleans 

  

Dec 3 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Dec 14 Sat Holiday Party Suggestions welcome 6 PM 

* Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Blvd., one block inside Beltway 8 off Richmond 


