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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
fifty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.   
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 

AugustAugustAugustAugust 25 25 25 25thththth Outing Outing Outing Outing    

                                      

 

On Sunday, Aug. 25th, we will meet for a late lunch/early dinner at 3:00 pm at Hungry’s Café & 
Bistro, 2356 Rice Blvd.  They serve a nice variety of sandwiches, salads and hot entrees.  We will 
order from the menu and need to pay by credit card or cash (no checks).  However, they will only 
accept six different credit cards for our group, so cash may be the best way to go.  An 18% gratuity 
will be added to each check.  Free parking is available at the Hungry’s lot, and we may leave our cars 
there to walk down the block…. 
 
…. to our next adventure at 5:00 pm to Ten Thousand Villages at 2424 Rice Blvd.  The shop officially 
closes at 5:00, but will “re-open” only for our group from 5:00 – 6:30 pm.  After a short presentation 
about the history and purpose of their stores worldwide and their mission/purpose (and perhaps a 
quick cup of tea!), we can browse and purchase items from all over the world with a small discount. 
 
Please call Betty Spooner (281-589-7901) by Tuesday, Aug. 20th if you are planning to attend as we 
must guarantee our numbers to both the restaurant and the store by Wednesday.  Link to map: 
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=2356+Rice+Blvd,+Houston,+TX&hl=en&sll=31.168934,-
100.076842&sspn=8.005264,15.644531&oq=2356+rice+blv&hnear=2356+Rice+Blvd,+Houston,+Har
ris,+Texas+77005&t=m&z=16 
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Recap of Recap of Recap of Recap of July July July July 27272727thththth    MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting::::    ““““More and More at HMore and More at HMore and More at HMore and More at Homeomeomeome in in in in the World the World the World the World””””    

 
The guest speaker for our July 27th meeting (and potluck luncheon) 
was Dr. Ute Cezeaux, who is a cross-cultural/intracultural trainer.   
The charming Dr. Cezeau shared interesting observations on the 
mores of various cultures.  For example the directness of peoples 
varies greatly.  While Asian societies highly value tact and can be 
indirect to the point of obfuscation, the Dutch and Germans can be 
frank almost to the point of rudeness.  (A quality, it should be 
noted, that has never been noted in our Dutch members.)  
Americans fall in the middle, but a little more toward frankness.  
She attributed American individualism to the fact that the U.S. 
broke away from Britain through a war, while other nations 
remained in the Commonwealth or separated in a peaceful 
manner.  The interaction between those fortunate enough to attend 
the talk and Dr. Cezeau entertained everyone.  We were honored 
to host her. 
 
She recommended the following books which deal with 
understanding other cultures:  
Mao's Last Dancer (also a movie)  
Kiss, Bow, or Shake Hands  
The Immigrant Advantage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marjo presenting Dr. Cezeaux with our globe paperweight gift 
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International Dining NightInternational Dining NightInternational Dining NightInternational Dining Nightssss    
 

August 10th
 – was at Dimassi’s Mediterranean Buffet.  Twelve folks attended and enjoyed the good 

food and the opportunity to get to know one another better, which is the great advantage to these 
dinners where we have no agenda except interesting conversation! 
 

 
 

 
Welcome our newest members: Roxana and David Boudreau 

 

September 10th – will be at the Himalaya Restaurant at 6652 SW Frwy (77074), touted as one of 
Houston’s best Indian and Pakistani restaurants.  Here is a map:   
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Upcoming Election of OfficersUpcoming Election of OfficersUpcoming Election of OfficersUpcoming Election of Officers    
 

We will be presenting a proposed slate of officers for the 2014 calendar 
year, but there is still time for volunteers or suggestions.   
 
Don and Sidney Formanek have graciously agreed to put their hat in 
the ring for “Co-Presidents” next year, as Joy Huntington is going to 
give everyone a break (I can say that because I’m the author!) and 
“step down” after serving three terms. 
 
Marjo Ave Lallemant is willing to be Vice President-Programming again 
and we’d like to thank her for booking such delightful speakers and 
choosing such great restaurants for us.  We appreciate her efforts and 
have enjoyed everything she has suggested.  Thank her when you see her next. 
 
Mary Adams has resigned her position as Secretary and we’d like to thank her for the time she has 
given attending Board meetings and working on the minutes.  Linda Marlin has volunteered to finish 
out Mary’s term, so we need a Secretary for next year.   
 
Betty Spooner, who has been our Treasurer for many years, is not going to continue, so we’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank her for the great job she has done (especially for keeping all the 
finances straight for all of our exchanges!) and for her long tenure.  She deserves our deepest 
gratitude!!  Art Blevins has graciously agreed to take the Treasurer post for next year. 
 
Those four positions constitute our elected officers; however, we are in need of committee chairmen 
as well to fill out our Board of Directors.  We particularly need someone to head up a Telephone 
Committee.  Jean Porter has agreed to continue as Membership Chairman, and Joy will continue as 
Newsletter Editor and Webmaster.  Other committees may arise, so please agree to help out. 
 
Presentation of the proposed slate will be at our August visit to 10,000 Villages and the election will 
be at our September meeting, for which details are still in the works. 
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Inbound Exchange in Inbound Exchange in Inbound Exchange in Inbound Exchange in NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember from Indonesia from Indonesia from Indonesia from Indonesia    
 
We have the pleasure of hosting the club from Bandung, West Java, Indonesia from Nov. 15th – Nov. 22nd.  
Home host volunteers are: Mary & Tom Evans, Linda & Terry Marlin, Bonnie Weisman & family, Mary Adams, 
Gen Pike, Art Blevins, Marjo & Hans Ave Lallemant, and our newest members, Roxana and David Boudreau.  
Now we are in need of day hosts.  Please contact our Exchange Director, Marjo Ave Lallamant at 
winmar39@hotmail.com if you can help.   
 

 
 
Our visitors from Indonesia come from a gigantic country.  The population is the 4th largest after China, India 
and the US with nearly 250 million people.  The Republic of Indonesia consists of most of the Malay 
Archipelago and includes all of the former Netherlands Indies.  It contains more than 13,600 islands, of which 
only half are inhabited, stretching across the Equator some 3200 miles.  The island of Borneo is shared with 
Malaysia and Brunei, the eastern part of New Guinea is part of Papua, New Guinea, and the eastern part of 
Timor is an independent republic. 
 
The land is rich in good crop lands, forests and mineral resources as well as impressive flora and fauna.  
Orangutans are native on Sumatra and Borneo, tigers on Sumatra and Java, elephants, tapirs and black 
gibbons on Sumatra as well. 
 
According to their constitution, they have freedom of religion, but the government only recognizes 6 official 
religions (Islam, Protestantism, Catholicism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Confucianism).  Agnosticism and 
atheism are not recognized, blasphemy is illegal, and people are required to hold an ID with one of the 
recognized religions indicated or leave a blank.  About 90% of the population is Muslim, predominately Sunni. 
 
We can call the Republic a “presidential representative democracy”.  The President since 2004 is Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono.  His term limit is 2 terms of 5 years, thus there will be elections in 2014.  In 2009 there 
were more than 25 parties on the ballot and several more for the Aceh area that has been a sometimes 
rebellious part of Sumatra and was devastated during the tsunami not long ago. 
 
We’ve been told that our guests generally speak some English, and Hans Ave Lallemant will give us some 
words in Indonesian to help break the ice!  Our Welcome Dinner will be on Nov. 15th at 6:00 PM at the Potato 
Patch on FM 1960 near Bush International Airport, and our Farewell Dinner will (probably) be at Baba Yega’s 
Restaurant on Montrose Blvd. on the 22nd.  We hope you will plan to join us for these dinners. 
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AustraliaAustraliaAustraliaAustralia & New Zealand & New Zealand & New Zealand & New Zealand in 2014 in 2014 in 2014 in 2014    
 
G’Day Mates and Kia Ora!  

Plans for our 2014 Australian and New Zealand Exchanges are in full swing, and of course, you’re 

invited to join!  Here’s just a preview. 

March 24th-27th (est.):  The adventure begins 

with a pre-exchange tour of the vibrant harbor 

city of Sydney (harbor, Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Opera House, city sights, Blue Mnts. tour, 

famed beaches, Manly Ferry, and more! 

 

March 27th-Apr. 3rd:  Fun-filled exchange to 

Newcastle, Aus with FF members who visited 

Houston. Enjoy friendship and fellowship 

including a great Aussie BBQ, Newcastle’s rich 

history, quirky culture (convicts, Yikes!), 

amazing scenery, gorgeous beaches, 

countryside, bushland, cityscape and, of 

course, Aussie hospitality. 

 

Apr. 3rd-10th:  Exchange to “Paradise” (i.e., Wellington, NZ) 

known as the “cool capital”.  Share the beauty and grandeur 

of their South Pacific Islands with our laid back and welcoming 

Kiwi friends, including city sights and landmarks, parks, walks, 

wildlife, breathtaking vistas, rugged coastlines and, best of all, 

fun, food and fellowship. 

 

Apr.10th- 14/15th (est):  Complete our journey with a post-

exchange tour of NZ’s north island which includes wildlife 

parks, Napier (art deco city), Wai-o-tapu Thermal 

Wonderland, Rotorua (lake area), skyline gondola, Maitai-

Maori Village dinner, glow-worm caves, and Auckland (the city 

of sails). 

 

Let’s get started on your Ambassador Application, so contact Jean Porter, Exchange Director, at 713-
240-0352 (hm) or 713-825-3950 (cell) or email jp@nporter.com. 
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Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 

 

Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 
 

Facebook Account 
Friendship Force of Greater Houston 
 

President, 
Newsletter Editor, 
Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-380-8684 
  jhuntington001@gmail.com 

 

Vice-President 
 Marjo Ave Lallemant 
  713-669-1972 
  winmar39@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Elizabeth Spooner 
  281-589-7901 
  no email 
 

Secretary 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 
 

Membership Chairman 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 
  jp@nporter.com 
 

FFI  Procedures Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 
 

Advisor/Past President 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 

FF Houston FF Houston FF Houston FF Houston 2012012012013333 Calendar Calendar Calendar Calendar    
 Date Day Activity Location Time 

Aug 25 Sun Meal at Hungry’s Bistro followed by 
Visit to 10,000 Villages store 
Presentation of 2014 Slate of 
Officers 

2356 Rice Blvd. 
2424 Rice Blvd 

3 PM 
5 PM 

Sep 10 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Sep 14 Sat International Dining Night 
Himalaya Restaurant 

6652 SW Frwy (77074) 
713-523-2837 

6 PM 

Sep 28 Sat General Meeting & potluck 
Election of 2014 Officers 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Oct 8 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Oct 12 Sat International Dining Night 
Rioja Tapas (Spanish) 

11920 Westheimer (77072) 
281-531-5569 

6 PM 

Oct 26 Sat Bus trip to Funeral Museum followed 
by lunch in Old Town Spring at 
Wunsche Bros. Saloon, then 
shopping/site seeing on your own. 
Bus departs from Saloon at 4 PM 

Meeting place TBD 
415 Barren Springs Dr, 77090 
then 
103 Midway St., Spring 

9:30 
AM       

1 – 4 
PM 

Nov 5 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Nov 9 Sat International Dining Night TBD 6 PM 

Nov 14-22  Inbound Exchange from Bandung, 
Indonesia 

Marjo Ave Lallemant, ED  

Nov 22-25  FFI International Conference in New 
Orleans 

  

Dec 3 Tue Board Meeting Luby’s at 1414 Waugh Dr. 6 PM 

Dec 14 Sat Suggested visit to The Steamboat 
House – dinner and guided tour by 
“Sam Houston” 

other suggestions welcome 6 PM 

* Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Blvd., one block inside Beltway 8 off Richmond 


