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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
sixty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.   
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

Presidents’ CornerPresidents’ CornerPresidents’ CornerPresidents’ Corner    
 
Hello Friends, 
 
Don’t know about you, but we’ve had enough of winter already!  We are writing this on Wednesday - 
rainy, cold Wednesday.  We will be looking forward to seeing warm sunshine again.  We are also 
looking forward to the sunshine of your smiling faces at this month’s meeting.  Although we almost 
always meet on the 4th Saturday, this time the Tracy Gee Center will not be available, so please 
note we have scheduled the January meeting for the 31st.  We sure hope you can make it - think 
of it as one week closer to spring. 
 
What a timely topic – Being Muslim in America.  We are excited about meeting our speaker. 
 
Speaking of spring – and the SW Conference – exciting stuff! Thank you to those of you who have 
joined the registration committee.  If you missed your chance you can email Sid at 
sidcaver@yahoo.com.  Remember to reserve your rooms for the conference and to sign up for the 
evening boat ride, too.  Have you seen the program? 
 
We were happy to see some of you at Mi Bella Honduran Restaurant.  We sure had a good time and 
LOTS of good food.  We do need to remind you to always RSVP to Sid by 2pm on the day of the 
dinner [several days before would be preferable].  It is very challenging for restaurants when we walk 
in and say we are expecting between 6 and 20, and it is important for FFH to be friendly!  Your friends 
are always welcome, too. 
 
If you have never visited our international website (www.thefriendshipforce.org) it is a great way to 
learn more about our mission: “To promote global understanding across the barriers that separate 
people.” 
 
In Friendship,  
Don & Sid Formanek  
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January  Presentation & PotluckJanuary  Presentation & PotluckJanuary  Presentation & PotluckJanuary  Presentation & Potluck    
by Jean Porter 
 
I'm pleased to present Mr. Zafar Mohammed as our guest speaker for the Jan. 31st meeting.  His topic is timely.... 
"Being Muslim in America".   
 
Mr. Mohammed was born in India, and spent part of his childhood and growing-up years in Bangladesh and 
Pakistan.  He came to the US, Michigan, in 1970 to pursue his Accounting degree.  After graduation, he and his wife 
Shahnaz lived in Canada, Houston, and Saudi Arabia while working for oil companies.  Returning to Houston, he 
started his own business and is semi-retired.  His four children were born in different countries and his seven 
grandchildren were born in different states.   "We have strong family and conservative social values and have taught 
our children to learn from the goodness of America, build responsibility and stay away from drugs, promiscuity and 
violence.  Islam has been a foundation of our values".   
 
Please come and share this interesting program and meet my friend and neighbor, Zafar Mohammed. 

Holiday PartyHoliday PartyHoliday PartyHoliday Party    
 
Our “now” Annual Holiday Party was another great success, thanks to Margie Jeffords’ hosting it at 
her home and coming up with fun games and activities for us to do.  We also had our White Elephant 
gift exchange which always brings out some unusual and entertaining “re-gifting”. 
 

     
          Sidney Formanek & Jean Porter                              Margaret Burgess & Linda Marlin 
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               Hans & Marjo Ave Lallemant                             Ruby Reviere, Elsa Sinclaire & Gen Pike 
 

     
     Elizabeth Spooner, Joy Huntington & Margie Jefford                  Terry Marlin, Don Formanek & Dot Vickers 
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L to R:  Vivian Pollack, Hans Ave Lallemant, Bo & Dot Vickers, Margie Jefford, & Tom Haney 
 

 
Houston’s version of the Australian game of “Two Up” 
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Have you ever had to draw Santa and a Christmas tree on a paper plate on your head?  Well, you wouldn’t be very good 
either!! 

 

JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary Int’l. Dining Int’l. Dining Int’l. Dining Int’l. Dining    
                           Photos thanks to Rita Pfaffelhuber 
 

 
                                                                             Matthias & Rita Pfaffelhuber 

 
             Elsa Sinclaire & Gen Pike 
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                                                                  Joann Peschel Margaret Burgess, Doug Markham 

 
                              Benita Wierschem, Hans & Marjo Ave Lallemant, & Toni Wierschem 

Southwest Regional Conference in March 2015Southwest Regional Conference in March 2015Southwest Regional Conference in March 2015Southwest Regional Conference in March 2015    
by Joy Huntington, Chairman 
 
Planning is coming along nicely for the Regional Conference; however, we are still in need of some 
committee chairmen.   
 

1) Don Formanek has agreed to head up a group helping with Audio Visual equipment (since we 
are trying to provide equipment separate from that charged by the hotel) to make sure all guest 
speakers are in possession of everything they need to make their presentations.  He will need 
a couple of able-bodied gentlemen to help move equipment from room to room, lay tape on the 
floor, etc. 

 
2) Sid Formanek has agreed to head up the group setting up and handling registration on Fri 

afternoon and Sat morning in the Hotel’s main lobby, including stuffing “goody bags”, making 
sure all participants have tickets to those things for which they have registered and paid, etc. 

 
3) Ruby Reviere is setting up the home stay requests after the conference as they come in, on a 

first come, first-served basis.  More than anything, she just needs people who can home host 
for 2 – 3 days and get their people back to the airport.  This will not be an exchange, but just 
perhaps a couple of group activities. 

 
4) Elizabeth Spooner is handling the incoming registration forms, their checks and the master list 

of who is doing what, where and when.  Art Blevins is handling the actual treasury duties. 
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5) We need someone to handle the trip to NASA, purchasing tickets, supervising the bus (loading 

and unloading), and lunch at the Space Center, all of which is included in their fee.  We are 
also taking people to the airport after the tour for an additional fee. 

 
6) We need someone to host the hospitality suite for Fri afternoon and late evening, which will 

involve getting volunteers to make snacks and to supply cold drinks, ice, utensils, etc.  This will 
be a meeting place for those early arrivals (3 PM) who have time to visit before the 6 PM 
general reception and for the Presidents’ Meeting after the reception from about 9 – 10 PM. 

 
7) We need someone to arrange for the printing of the conference master booklet (approx. 100) 

that will be handed out at registration and will contain all information, including a list of 
attendees, speakers, and all scheduled activities and locations.  I will have all that information 
eventually and will work with this person. 

 
Please realize that there will be no “registration fees” for Houston members; however, everyone must 
pay for his/her own hotel rooms and, depending on the numbers, there may be a way for us to cover 
your meals during the times you are working (Friday reception and Sat. lunch only).  Please 
understand that this is hopeful and not a “given” at this point.  Anyone wishing to attend the Sat. 
dinner cruise and/or the Sun. NASA tour must pay his/her own way.  Therefore you need to make 
your own hotel reservations and send in the appropriate registration forms with checks to Elizabeth 
Spooner. 
 
We hope everyone will participate in the conference in some way so we can have a Houston 
“presence” at the hotel.  Does anyone have a T-shirt connection???  I’d like to have T-shirts made up 
with a conference “logo” or theme for us to wear and for participants to purchase. 
 
Please share any and all ideas with me at jhuntington001@gmail.com or call me at 281-837-5151. 
 

CCCContact Usontact Usontact Usontact Us    
 
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 
 
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 

 
Facebook Account 
Friendship Force of Greater Houston 

 
Meet Up.com 
Friendshipforce1981@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

Co-Presidents 
 Don & Sidney Formanek 
  281-821-9876 
  Don – locogeared@gmail.com 
  Sid – sidcaver@yahoo.com 
 

Vice-President 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 
  jp@nporter.com  
 

Treasurer 
 Art Blevins 
  713-203-7466 
  acblevins1@comcast.net 
 

 

Secretary 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 

Membership Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 
 

Newsletter Editor & 
Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-380-8684 
  jhuntington001@gmail.com  
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FF Houston 2015FF Houston 2015FF Houston 2015FF Houston 2015 Calendar Calendar Calendar Calendar    
Date Day Activity Location Time 

Jan 31 Sat 
General Meeting & Presentation re: “Being 
Muslim in America” w/ guest speaker 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Feb 14 Sat International Dining Night 
Shri Balaji Bhavan (Indian) 
5655 Hillcroft, 713-783-1126 

6 PM 

Feb 28 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Mar 14 Sat International Dining Night 
Reggae Hut (Jamaican) 
4814 Almeda, 713-520-7171 

6 PM 

Mar 26-29 
Thu - 
Sun 

Southwest Regional Conference in Houston 
(we will be needing volunteers to help) 

South Shore Harbor Resort on 
Clear Lake 

All day 

Apr 11 Sat International Dining Night 
Kata Robata (Japanese) 
3600 Kirby Dr, 713-526-8858 

6 PM 

Apr 25 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

May 9 Sat International Dining Night TBD 6 PM 

May 23 Sat Activity to be determined TBD  

June 13 Sat International Dining Night 
The Cock & Bull (English) 
3659 NASA Rd 1, Seabrook, 832-
282-8202 

6 PM 

June 27 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

July 11 Sat International Dining Night 
Saldivia’s South American Grill 
10234 Westheimer, 713-782-9494 

6 PM 

July 25 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Aug 8 Sat International Dining Night 
Café Brussels (Belgian) 
1718 Houstojn, 713-222-6996 

6 PM 

Aug 22 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Sep 12 Sat International Dining Night 
Ciao Bello (Italian) 
5161 San Felipe, 713-960-0333 

6 PM 

Sep 26 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Oct 10 Sat International Dining Night 
Gloria’s (El Salvador) 
2616 Louisiana, 832-360-1710 

6 PM 

Oct 24 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Oct 28 -   
Nov 1 

 Houston’s International Quilt Festival 
George R. Brown Convention 
Center  

 

Nov 1 - 8  Inbound Global Exchange re: Quilting Sid Formanek, Exchange Director  

Nov 21 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 6 PM 

Dec 12 Sat Holiday Party To be determined  

* Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Blvd., one block inside Beltway 8 south of  Richmond 
 


