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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
sixty nations of the world.   It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.    
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.   In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.   The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

Presidents’ Corner 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
It has been ages.  Hope you’ve had sufficient rain – but not too much.  That was quite a spring. 
 
We’ll need to be a little creative with conducting club business since we won’t be at Tracy Gee this 
month.  We would like to know if you can host a quilter in November - or help with transportation 
and/or day hosting. 
 
On June 15th we will be getting forms from FFI about 2017 inbound hosting.  We would like a 
volunteer to help gather information from our members, email initially and then the telephone for 
those that did not reply to email.  Please let us know if you are willing to help with this so we can be 
ready to start on this as soon as we get the forms from headquarters.  We have to send the 
completed forms back to headquarters by August 15. 
 
September 1st we will be getting our 2017 outbound request forms.  We will do it like we did last year 
and make up a list of possible countries and have all members fill in their choices.  
 
How many of you are going to join us on our outbound exchange to England in the fall of 2016?  We 
(Don & Sid) saw quite a bit of England 11 years ago on our own, but we are really looking forward to 
being home hosted there – that will be wonderful.  
 
Let us hear from you, 
 
Don (locogeared@gmail.com) & Sid (sidcaver@yahoo.com)      
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June 27th Activity 
by Jean Porter 
 

“Road-Trip” - Please join FFH for a private Guided Tour of The Painted Churches in Schulenburg, 
TX on Sat., June 27th. 
 

Head Count - We MUST HAVE at least 15 people for the 
Bus.  *** Please Send an RSVP to Jean Porter, 
jp@nporter.com, BY Friday, June 19th *** 
 
Meet - Tracy Gee Community Center 8:45am.  Harris 
County Bus Provided 
 
Tour Cost -   $12 -The Painted Churches Tour (includes 
fee and guide-gratuity) - $Bring Cash$ will collect that 
morning before the tour.  
 
Lunch - Enjoy a Great Buffet lunch (12:30pm) at the 
Oakridge Restaurant for only $10.95 - Great buffet 
(salads, veggies, choice of meats, drink & dessert)   
 
Return -   Tracy Gee - Approx. 4:30pm    
 
How often do our members get to share a Road Trip?  
Join the fun and learn about an interesting aspect of Texas 
history.  Bring your cameras!  See you on the 27th!   
 
 

These photos are from St. Mary's Catholic Church, circa 1906, High Hill, Texas, Fayette County, 
which is currently under renovation, so this is an example.  We will see others. 
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May 23rd Outing 
by Linda Marlin 

 
After brunch, Don and Sid Formanek, Betty Spooner, Linda, Terry and Ross Marlin, Mimmi Gadkari (our 
newest member), Jo Ann Peschel, and guests Brett and Debie Dalrymple toured the Houston Public Media 
facility at the University of Houston’s Melcher Center for Public Broadcasting under the guidance of Eric Ladau.  
In the two-hour-plus tour, Eric provided many insights into the art of broadcasting. 
 
Capella Tucker, who serves under the auspice of the University of Houston’s Board of Regents, makes the 
programming decisions.  She has promoted a major shift to more local reporting.  Thus Terry Gross’ Fresh Air 
now airs at 8:00 PM instead of 11:00 AM, and we now have Houston Matters and the Texas Observer, the 
latter which originates in Austin.  Houston Public Media only produces Inner Views with Ernie Manouse and 
Red, White and Blue in its own facilities.  TV programs are purchased from PBS which eat the lion’s share of 
HPM’s 22 million-dollar budget.  Masterpiece Theater is by far the most expensive program, but The News 
Hour, Nova, Frontline, Sesame Street, Clifford, and many other programs are also costly.  National Public 
Radio provides most of the radio programs.  Car Talk was the most expensive, but the price dropped since the 
programs are now repeats.  All radio and television scheduling including decisions on which programs to 
purchase is done locally. 
 
In any TV news program, the anchor must look earnestly & directly into the camera while reading the 
teleprompter and listening to the director and the producer.  The director handles the technical part of the 
program:  lighting, angles, which cameras to bring in or take back.  The producer handles the content. And 
both are continually giving the anchor instructions.   A program as modest as Red, White, and Blue has about 
fourteen ancillary workers in the studio in addition to the “talent”, i.e. those actually on camera. 
 
Eric was an enthusiastic and very knowledgeable guide, having worked with local radio many years.  He 
explained to us the domination of the clock.  Everyone in radio has one eye consistently, CONSTANTLY, on 
the clock for the smooth transitions that listeners expect.  Dead air can mean a dead career and is not 
tolerated.  Houston Public Media benefits from the constant stream of interns the U. of H. provides, but very 
few openings for permanent jobs exist at HPM, or anywhere else, to be truthful.  It is a highly competitive field. 
 

 
L to R: Mimmi Gadkari, Eric (our guide), Terry Marlin, Don & Sid Formanek,, Debie & Brett Dalrymple, Linda Marlin, Jo 

Ann Peschel, Elizabeth Spooner 
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Greeting guests at the entrance is an impressive suspended sculpture, 
Modulation 2000, made from outdated computer and radio components. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Eric Ladau leads our tour. 



Friendship Force Houston                                  Page 5            June 2015 

 

     
Ryan Sawyer is their Master Control Operator                     Award winning Business Reporter, Andrew Schneider 
& runs his own blog, accessed on Facebook  
by going to Facebook/talkchat.   
 
 

July’s International Dining Night 
 
Please join us at Saldivia’s South American Grill, 10850 Westheimer (713-782-9494) for our 
monthly international dining night on Saturday, July 11th at 6 PM, an unassuming, family-run venue 
for Argentinian & Uruguayan specialties such as grilled meats & fish.  Map is below: 
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May 9th International Dining 
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New FF Chapter in Georgetown, TX 

Jean Porter & Joy Huntington were asked, just after our Southwest Conference, to assist with the 
introduction of FF to the Georgetown area by their President, Bettie Clapper.  Jean & Joy were joined 
by Edward Perez & Paula Rose from Dallas and by Mary Mwambay from FFI in Atlanta, who is the 
Manager of Club Development and Volunteer Services in the Department of Program Services.  
Here’s a link to her bio: http://thefriendshipforce.org/index.php/who_we_are#prettyPhoto (she is the 
11th employee listed on their site.)  We met in Georgetown on Friday, May 29th, were treated to dinner 
at the home of one of their members and all stayed at the home of Alice Gardiner, one of their co-
founders for the weekend.  We were treated to brunch at another member’s home Sat. morning then 
went to the town square for a quick look around before heading to the Library to set up for the 
function.  They already had 40 members, so many of those were helping with the arrangements, and 
they had about another 40+ in attendance, 20 of whom joined.  So they are starting out with about 60 
members and they haven’t even had a real meeting yet.  Here are some photos from the weekend. 

 

 
L to R: Mary Mwambay; Paula Rose, Hostess (oops, can’t remember her name), Alice Gardiner, Joy, Edward Perez 
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Alice Gardiner & Paula Rose (We were driven around town in Alice’s motor home.) 

 
 

 
                                             Jean Porter & Mary Mwambay at our Sat. brunch 
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Presenters: Bettie Clapper & Alice Gardiner (Note: the red poppy is the symbol of Georgetown.) 
 

 
Ribbon cutting for the Chamber of Commerce (Mayor is to the left of Bettie Clapper, who has the scissors.) 

 

After the introductory meeting and clean up, all new members were invited to a fried chicken dinner at 
an outdoor pavilion, courtesy of Alice’s real estate agency.  On Sunday, we were treated to a catered 
brunch, then hugs all around and back to Houston, via a stop at an antique dealer and a wonderful  
bakery whose name I can neither pronounce nor spell!!!. 
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Contact Us 
 
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 
 
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 

 
Facebook Account 
Friendship Force of Greater Houston 

 
Meet Up.com 
Friendshipforce1981@gmail.com 

 
Co-Presidents 
 Don & Sidney Formanek 
  281-821-9876 
  Don – locogeared@gmail.com 
  Sid – sidcaver@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

Vice-President 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 
  jp@nporter.com  

 
Secretary / Treasurer  
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 

Membership Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 
 

Newsletter Editor & 
Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-837-5151 
  jhuntington001@gmail.com  

FF Houston 2015 Calendar 
Date Day Activity Location Time 

June 27 Sat 
Bus Tour of Painted Churches in and 
around Schulenburg 

Details on pg. 2 of this newsletter 
8:45 AM – 
4:30 PM 

July 11 Sat International Dining Night 
Saldivia’s South American Grill 
10850 Westheimer, 713-782-9494 

6 PM 

July 25 Sat 
Potluck & General Meeting  “Travel 
Photography - Gimme' your Best Shot” 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Aug 8 Sat International Dining Night 
Café Brussels (Belgian) 
1718 Houston, 713-222-6996 

6 PM 

Aug 22 Sat 
Potluck & General Meeting  “Brain Growth 
at Any Age” 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Sep 12 Sat International Dining Night 
Ciao Bello (Italian) 
5161 San Felipe, 713-960-0333 

6 PM 

Sep 26 Sat Potluck & General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Oct 10 Sat International Dining Night 
Gloria’s (El Salvador) 
2616 Louisiana, 832-360-1710 

6 PM 

Oct 24 Sat Potluck & General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Oct 28 -   
Nov 1 

 Houston’s International Quilt Festival 
George R.  Brown Convention 
Center  

 

Nov 1 - 8  Inbound Global Exchange re: Quilting Sid Formanek, Exchange Director  

Nov 21 Sat Potluck & General Meeting Tracy Gee CC * 6 PM 

Dec 12 Sat Holiday Party To be determined  

* Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Blvd., one block inside Beltway 8 south of  Richmond 


