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   A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 

A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 
WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
sixty nations of the world.    It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.     
 As an Ambassador, you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.    In return, you may home 
host people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.    The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 
 

Presidents’ Corner 
 
Greetings FFH Members, 
 
Summer is upon us!  May is usually one of the busiest months of the year for families, heralding travel 
season.  As we plan for wonderful events like graduations, weddings, and vacations, it’s important to 
note the travel industry has changed drastically, especially the airline sector.  
 
From recent first-hand experience, I can assure you that warnings of “arrive two hours early” are not 
idle threats or airline propaganda.  Per recent business reports, frustrated passengers have stood in 
security lines for up to 90 minutes during peak hours.  There are now Apps for fliers, such as 
iHateTheWait.com, that encourages passengers to post photos and remarks on Twitter and 
Instagram – hoping Congress will increase the number of front-line screeners, which was cut by 10% 
during the last three years.  
 
Along this line of thinking, being approved for TSA Pre-check, and or Global Entry (Border-crossings), 
seems well worth the money and effort.  For those planning foreign travel, including ambassadors to 
England, I highly recommend doing so.  We all love to travel, and a few minor inconveniences aren’t 
going to stop us, but finding proven ways to relieve some travel frustrations should allow more time 
spent enjoying your trip!  
 
See you on the 21st! 
Jean Porter 
 
www.TSA.gov   www.cbp.gov  www.fly2houston.com (Houston airports)  
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Developments from the Southwest Regional Conference and FFI 
 

1.   In March 2017, FFI will celebrate its 40th anniversary by hosting a Gala in Atlanta and inviting 
all clubs to join by Skype. 

2.   Our conference (consisting of TX, LA, KS, NM, & OK) has decided to host Regional 
Conferences every other year, with the alternate year offering Leadership Conferences.  Dallas and Fort Worth will co-host the first Leadership Conference in 2017. 

3.   The International Board of Directors has approved for the World Conference to take place 
every other year.  After the 2017 World Conference in Manchester, England, the next will be 
held in 2019.   

4.   All FF Ambassadors should look to and register with the US Dept. of State for all travel 
advisories. 

5.   A 3% credit card processing fee will now be applied to all exchange and FFI World Conference 
fee payments.  This new policy will not apply to credit card payments for Legacy Fund 
donations or Club Charter Renewal fees.  You may still pay by check and bank/international 
wire transfer for all transactions. 

6.   Friendship Force has enrolled in the Delta Airlines SkyBonus program.  Now, you can support 
FFI when booking flights directly through Delta, while also still earning your own SkyMiles 
rewards as well! 

 

May 14th International Dining Night 

 
 

Please note a change in our previously scheduled restaurant.  Since we have no one in the Katy 
area, we have decided to replace Sur Latin Peruvian with Latin Bites, located at 5709 Woodway Dr, 
77057, 713-229-8369.  Therefore please join us on Sat., May 14h at 6:00 PM  for some great South 
American, particularly Peruvian, food.  Check out the menu before you come because it might be 
a little more expensive than you prefer.  Of course, you can always split a meal with someone.   
Website:  http://www.latinbitescafe.com/ 
 
Map: https://www.google.com/maps/place/Latin+Bites/@29.7697199,-
95.4809473,14.22z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640bf2a2f1aecd9:0xd9c79340dd8d93df!8m2!3d29.763148
9!4d-95.4787124 
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May 21st Meeting on Airbnb, Inc. 
 

Our guest speaker will be Jim Densmore who is the Houston Specialist for Airbnb, which should be an interesting program, offering information which might prove 
useful during our travels.  Airbnb is a website for people to list, find, and rent 
lodging.  It has over 1,500,000 listings in 34,000 cities and 190 countries.  Book 
homes from local hosts and experience a place like you live there because Airbnb 
hosts create a sense of belonging around the world. 
 Quoted from The Houston Chronicle, Hotels say Airbnb needs more oversight 

By Erin Mulvaney, January 20, 2016, 10:43pm 
 
Jim Densmore rented out the second bedroom in his Heights townhome 261 times last year for $50 a 
night, meeting people from all over the world. The retired travel agent likes to give his guests tours 
during their stay, showcasing sites like the Menil Collection in Montrose, the Waterwall sculpture near 
the Galleria, as well as River Oaks mansions and downtown skyscrapers. 
 
"I want to show off the city and show people what's unique about Houston," he says. 
 
For the last 3½ years, Densmore has been one of the hundreds of local hosts who use Airbnb - which 
started as a couch-surfing site for frugal travelers but has achieved mainstream popularity - to entice 
travelers with more personal experiences for much less  
 
The hotel industry is starting to object. On Wednesday, a report funded by a national trade group 
claimed some Airbnb hosts function illegally and operate essentially as full-time hotels without the 
same health and safety oversight. It also says they can reduce the number of affordable options for 
full-time renters.than traditional hotels charge. [sic] 
 

June 18th Outing to Orange, TX 
 
We hope many of you will join us for our bus trip to the Stark 
Mansion and Shangri La Gardens in Orange, TX on Sat., 
June 18th.  The cost will be $18.50 which covers admission to 
both venues and a nice box lunch (the bus is free).  We need 
to leave Tracy Gee that morning at 8:00 AM in order to arrive 
in plenty of time for our 11 AM tour.  Our first tour will be of 
the gardens since it will be cooler in the AM, eat at 1, tour the 
house at 2, leave Orange at 3 and get back to Tracy Gee at 
5:30 or 6 PM.  Board members will be collecting money at all 
our gatherings between now and then, or you can mail your 
checks to Linda Marlin, 1527 Maux Dr., Houston 77043-3314. 
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April 23rd Meeting on Port of Houston 
by Linda Marlin 
 

  
Those who weren’t able to attend our April 23rd meeting missed a wonderful presentation by Erik 
Eriksson, Chief Legal Officer of the Houston Port Authority.  Houston, he said, is known for oil and 
gas, its medical center, and NASA, but the engine for all this is the Houston Ship Channel because it 
is #1 in the shipment of petrochemical products, steel, and foreign tonnage in the US, #2 in the US in 
total tonnage and #13 in the world for total tonnage.  It provides about a million jobs, 150,000 of which 
were added in the last five years. 
  
It’s a public/private endeavor, much like the railroads were.  The ship channel is 53 miles long, 
starting with Buffalo Bayou, intersecting the San Jacinto River, Galveston Bay and running about 10-
12 miles into the Gulf of Mexico.  The seven-member Port Commissioners’ Board serves without pay. 
  
Dredging of the channel is a constant maintenance task done by the Army Corp of Engineers, which 
needs about $60 million a year to do it right, but operates on $40 million, thus being perpetually 
behind. The depth is kept at 45 feet.  Soil collected from continuous dredging is used to create barrier 
islands and wetlands. 
  
The Coast Guard provides security which has been greatly increased since 9/11. 
  
There are 150 public and private terminals along the Channel, 8 of which are owned by the Port 
Authority, which makes a great effort to provide complete public access to the channel and not let one 
or two major corporations dominate it like Union Pacific does the railroads. 
 
Mr. Eriksson provided slides of maps of the area and pictures to make his points as clear as possible. 
He was very knowledgeable and informative with a relaxed and cogent narrative.  We are going to 
ask him back to give the “history” portion of the story!  And in case you want to go to school to learn 
to be a ship’s pilot, you could have the potential of earning $500,000/year as one of Houston’s best. 
 

FFH Publicity 
By Ruby Reviere 
 
As an awesome international organization, our Houston Friendship Force is always open to adding 
new members.  We have succeeded, but getting new members in every organization is a challenge.  
Membership recruitment is the responsibility of every member.  Of course, you have to tell your 
friends and neighbors about our group.   
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You probably have friends or family who might be interested in our international exchanges.  Getting 
to know people from around the world is fantastic.  I get Facebook messages and emails from my 
international exchange friends.  It is a super experience to have connections like that.  As you have 
read and heard our local group is participating in an outbound exchange to England in late 
September.  If you haven’t joined yet please do.  When we stay in the homes of Friendship  Force 
club members in other countries, we can experience their cultures and lifestyles in a way that can’t  
be done any other way.  There is no such contact when staying in a hotel; also, cruises 
generally have only Americans and so it is impossible to have the same experiences we do on an 
exchange. 
 
If our local group doesn’t have an exchange to an area you want to go to, then check out the FFI 
website.  Other clubs list their exchange destinations and almost always have space for more.  FFH 
has had people from other clubs on many exchanges we have had. 
 
Also please put information on your local library post boards or send a note to a community 
newspaper about upcoming meetings.  Since we are so spread out it is difficult to know what is 
available in each area so please help.  Let’s all pass on the good news of both our Houston and 
International Friendship Force organizations. 
 

Hello from Kuwait! 
by Ray Missman  
Joy asked me for some comments about my work here in Kuwait.  For those of you who don’t know, 
my wife, PJ, and I were FFH members (~2005-2013) and are currently FF Sacramento members.  I 
am a petroleum engineer and have been working in Kuwait off-and-on since 2014, after retiring from 
Exxon Mobil.  
 
You could think of my experience here as the antithesis of the ideal Peace Corps exchange visit – 
I’ve never been inside a Kuwaiti’s home, I talk with Kuwaitis (in English – know very little Arabic) but 
not that often, and I haven’t seen much of the countryside.  I go to work and not a lot else.  
In fact, Kuwaitis are a minority in their own country – 4 to 5 million people but less than 1/3 of them 
are nationals, the rest are expats – like me, like many of the oilfield workers and contractors.  Kuwait 
seems quite safe, in contrast to what you might imagine from reading the news. 
 
Temperature: winters are pleasant (Oct-April), summers not, so most Kuwaitis come alive in the 
evenings.  Regarding temperature issues, in Aug 2014, I boarded my plane to fly back to the US.  We 
taxied and then waited almost an hour on the tarmac, which I found out was due to a ‘weather related 
incident’, i.e., the air temperature was still over 50C (122F) at 1:30am!!.  The jet engines on the jumbo 
could simply not deliver enough horsepower at that temperature to safely lift off with a full passenger 
and fuel load. 
 
“A day in the life” – our company leases several nice large villas to house its staff (3-8 bdrm each).  
We have an Ethiopian staff who takes care of laundry, room and breakfast.  Drivers (from Goa, part of 
India since it invaded in 1961) take us to our offices at Kuwait Oil Company (KOC).  We work there on 
studies and in assisting KOC to more efficiently operate its fields.  Then the drivers take us back to 
the villas.  
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Another company I did work for (Kuwait Gulf 
Oil Company (KGOC) offered subsidized 
lunches.  These varied a bit each day; I usually 
chose the Lebanese and Middle Eastern 
cuisine.  Here's an example.  Photo shows me 
holding a samosa (also called sambusa).  And 
Samoon bread (that’s what it was called, but 
looks like a hot-dog bun to me) with tomato 
and cucumber salad filling (mixed with sour 
cream or buttermilk-like 'mayonnaise 
equivalent').  Dessert in back.  
 
 
 
I have seen only a few points of interest -- the beach nearby and Kuwait City skyscrapers briefly when 
I attended a management meeting downtown, and last week we drove by what looked like a palace 
with guards (maybe the Amir’s residence?).  I haven’t been to the big shopping centers – one is 1km 
long with 11 Starbucks!  And some colleagues went to the camel races and told me that weight on the 
camel is minimized by replacing the jockey with a remote-controlled backpack that guides the camel 
during the race (robot-driven camels!!).  They usually race in the winter when it’s cooler – but my job 
looks like it will wind up before then, so I may not get a chance to see it. 
 Here are a few photos of the nearby area: 
 

 Sunrise over the Arabian Gulf, from the roof of our villa: 
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There apparently is a tradition to care for the traveler – many 
homes, mosques and businesses have water dispensers on the 
street for passers-by to use. They come in many designs – this one 
is in the shape of a water bottle: 
  
   

  
   
 
 It does rain here in the cooler months sometimes.  (My sister, in 
LA area, said it must be a 2” rain if the drops are 2” apart on the 
sidewalk.)  The sandy soil is so porous that Kuwait has no rivers – 
any rain just sinks in. 
 
 
 
 
  And a picture of a family enjoying sunrise (yes, kids up before sunrise!) 

  PJ and I will be going on the FF Reno / FF Houston exchange to England this fall, so we hope to reconnect with you if you are going.  Stay in touch. 
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FF World Conference in Morocco 
 

  
More information found here:  
http://catalog.thefriendshipforce.org/index.php/site/news_permalink%20/2016_friendship_force_world
_conference_marrakesh_morroco/ 
 

Contact Us 
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org  
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org  
Facebook Account 
www.facebook.com/groups/friendshipfor
cehouston/ handled by JoAnn Peschel    joannp1038@aol.com  
President 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 (h)   713-825-3950 (c) 
  jptexas46@gmail.com  

Vice-President, Newsletter 
Editor & 
Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-837-5151 (h) 
  281-380-8684 (c) 
  jhuntington001@gmail.com  
Secretary / Treasurer  
 Linda Marlin   713-465-9466 (h)   832-721-4063 (c) 
  marlinl@comcast.net  
Publicity Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 (h) 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 

 
Sunshine Chairman 
 Elsa Sinclair  281-955-5124 
 eqsinclair@gmail.com  
Dining Chairman 
 Joyce Saylan   832-875-7074 
  sayjoyce@gmail.com  
Past Presidents/Advisors 
 Don & Sid Formanek   281-821-9876 (h) 
  281-796-6441 (Don cell)   281-796-6440 (Sid cell) 
  locogeared@gmail.com 
  sidcaver@yahoo.com



 

 

FF Houston 2016 Calendar 
Date Day Activity Location Time 
May 14 Sat. International Dining Night Latin Bites, 5709 Woodway Dr, 

77057, 713-229-8369 6 PM 
May 21 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation by Jim 

Densmore regarding AirBnB  Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
June 11 Sat International Dining Night Oporto (Portuguese) 

3833 Richmond, 713-621-1114 6 PM 
June 18 Sat. Bus Trip to Orange ($18.50) Tour Shangri-La Gardens, lunch, 

then the Stark Home 8 AM-6 PM 
July 9 Sat International Dining Night Peli Peli (So. African) 

110 Vintage Pk, 281-257-9500 6 PM 
July 23 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation (suggested 

topics welcome) Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
Aug 13 Sat International Dining Night Thai Gourmet 

6324 Richmond, 713-780-7955 6 PM 
Aug 27 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation (suggested 

topics welcome) Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
Sep 10 Sat International Dining Night Empire Turkish Grill 

12448 Memorial, 713-827-7475 6 PM 
Sept. 15-19  FFI World Conference Marrakesh, Morocco  
Sep 24 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation(suggested 

topics welcome)  Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
Sep 27-Oct 3  Outbound Exchange to County Cornwall England  
Oct 4 – Oct 7  Extension to London England  
Oct 8–Oct 15  Outbound Exchange to Leicestershire England  
Oct 8 Sat International Dining Night King’s Biergarten, 832-569-4141, 

1329 E. Broadway, Pearland 6 PM 
Oct 22 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation (suggested 

topics welcome)  Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
Nov 12 Sat International Dining Night Café Pita (Bosnian/Herzegovinian) 

5506 Richmond, 832-530-4935 6 PM 
Nov 19 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation (suggested 

topics welcome) Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
Dec 10 Sat Holiday Party/ Brunch To be determined 10:30 AM 

*Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Dr., inside Beltway 8 West off of Richmond 


