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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
sixty nations of the world.    It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.     
 As an Ambassador, you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.    In return, you may home 
host people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.    The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 
For some reason, I've been humming Jimmy Buffet's "Changes in Attitude, Changes in Latitude" all 
day.  Humming because I can't sing, and I don't remember all the words, but decided to look them up.  
Part of it goes........ 
 
    Reading departure signs in some big airport 
    Reminds me of the places I've been. 
    Visions of good times that brought so much pleasure 
    Makes me want to go back again. 
    If it suddenly ended tomorrow, 
    I could somehow adjust to the fall. 
    Good times and riches and son of a *@^*&9!, 
    I've seen more than I can recall 
    (chorus) 
    These changes in latitudes, changes in attitudes, 
    Nothing remains quite the same. 
 
Thinking of the line "if it suddenly ended tomorrow" hits home as I've experienced the loss of 5 friends 
/neighbors, another in hospice care, and a dear relative diagnosed with stage 4 cancer over the last 
month or so.  This isn't meant to be a downer ...... it's meant to be a Thank You to all of our FF friends 
with whom we’ve shared travels, meals, laughter, experiences, and the joy of friendship.  Nothing 
does remain the same, except maybe gratitude.  
 
I'm proud that our FFI philosophy is: "Travel the world.  Be welcomed into someone’s home.  
Immerse yourself in their local culture.  Invite travelers from other places into your own home and 
proudly share your culture with them." 
 
This is World Friendship Month so let’s celebrate big! 
 
You're the Best, Guys.....  
Jean Porter  
(notice that I did try to clean it up a little) 
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Review of Past Activities 

1.  February Meeting 
Jean, Joy, Sid and Linda Doolittle, who were among our 11 Ambassadors who went to England in 
the fall on a wonderful 20-day journey, told all about the various activities that were planned by our 
host clubs of County Cornwall and Leicestershire and by our terrific Exchange Director, Jean Porter.  
It was obvious why traveling with the Friendship Force is truly the best-kept secret in world travel. 
 

 
 

 
L to R: Ray & PJ Missman (former members), Don Formanek, Linda Doolittle, Sid Formanek,  

Matthias Pfaffelhuber, Kamal Maheswari, Rita Pfaffelhuber, Jean Porter 
Not picture due to illness: Joy Huntington and Margie Jefford 
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2.  March International Dining 
 
Twelve brave souls came out in what was predicted to be 100% chance of rain to dine at Patagonia 
Argentine Restaurant and were very glad they did.  The food and atmosphere were excellent and the 
company was, as always, wonderful.  Instead of being seated at one long table, which isn’t conducive 
to very good conversation or to traffic within the restaurant, we sat at tables for four which provided 
an opportunity for everyone to have more intimate conversations and to get to know one another 
better. 
 

   
L to R: Gen Pike, Elsie Sinclair, Janice Pannell, Joyce Saylan          L to R:  Tom & Mary Evans, Sid & Don Formanek 
 

   
              L to R: Ruby Reviere, Parvine Lattimore,                                L to R:  Vivian Pollock, Doreen Cornyn,  
                  Jo Ann Peschel, Chris Heldman                                                   Joy Huntington, Clare Snow 

Upcoming Activities 

1.  March 25th Celebrate “World Friendship Day” 
Because this year is the 40th anniversary of the founding of Friendship Force International and 
because March is the founding month, we will be celebrating this milestone in a very special fashion.  
We are asking all members to wear a costume from one of the countries you have visited or from 
where you have lived and to bring a dish from that country or another of your choice.  Bring an item or 
two of interest to decorate our dining tables from one of the six regions noted below and be prepared 
to tell about that item, your costume, and your dish after the meal.  We will designate each table as 
one of the continents/regions of the world and you can place your item (or items) on the appropriate 
table for everyone to enjoy.  So think about what you can bring to share from the following: South 
America, Europe, Africa, Asia (including Russia), Australia/New Zealand/South Pacific, Middle East. 
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Members in costume from some years ago 

 
Jean and Janet are organizing travel-related games for our entertainment, so remember all those little 
tidbits of trivial information you learned on your trips and be prepared to show your knowledge of the 
world.  Other games or activities are also welcome. 

2.  Possible April Activity 

 
What should prove to be a great musical performance is being offered by the International Voices 
Houston organization, two previous presentations of which we have seen over the last couple of 
years and know are wonderful.  Therefore, we thought it would be an interesting optional activity for 
those of you who might want to join us.  There is an 8 PM performance on Fri., April 28th and a 3 PM 
performance on Sat., April 29th, which we’d probably prefer, and tickets are $15 per person for senior 
citizens.  Joy will organize if there is enough interest.  We will discuss further. 
 
International Voices Houston continues its 18th year with a lively choral presentation of dance 
rhythms from around the world.  Join us in exploring Argentine tangos, Viennese waltzes, Latin 
American salsa, Eastern European folk songs, Irish reels — even a Bollywood show-stopper! 
Following up his sold-out holiday debut with International Voices Houston, Artistic Director Mark 
Vogel leads the 140-voice choir, accompanied by pianist Paul Butt. 
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3.  April 22nd Meeting Program 
Don’t Fall for a Scam!  Scam artists are skillful criminals, who successfully change their schemes on 
an ongoing basis to continue to steal money from their victims.  The number of adults caught in 
scams like foreign lotteries and the grandparent scam are increasing every day.  Learn about the 
latest scams and how you can protect yourself from becoming a victim. 

4.  May 2017 Inbound “Journey” (formerly Exchange) 
by Linda Doolittle, Host Director 
 
Thanks so much for all who have volunteered to help with this “Journey” (formerly called an 
Exchange).  Our Ambassadors arrive from Taranaki, New Zealand on Monday, May 28 and depart on 
Monday, June 5. 

 
 
Plans are coming along for our guests.  We will begin 
with a welcome dinner Monday night at the Cadillac 
Bar.  What could be a better way to begin their Texas 
experience than fajitas and margaritas?  There is even 
space enough for some line dancing.  Joy, get ready!   
 
 
 

Special thanks to our resident miracle worker, Linda Marlin, for arranging for a county bus for two 
days, Tuesday and Thursday.  I don’t know how she does it!  The week’s activities include a visit to 
the George Ranch, a tour of Galveston, NASA and Houston museums.  NASA was a special request 
of the Ambassadors and, since several of the New Zealanders are dairy farmers, they are excited 
about visiting a real Texas ranch.  We are still taking volunteers for day hosts and for hosting an 
evening meal.  Contact me any time at 832-516-8424 (home) or 713-302-3079 (cell) if you have 
questions or wish to help. 
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5.  40th Anniversary World Conference in August 

 
 
For information on the 2017 World Conference in Manchester, England, see the FFI website or use 
the following link:  https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/index.php?eventid=209170& 
 

6.  “Tech-torial” in October 
 
At our January Board Meeting and because Janet Thomas' presentation 
on internet networking, etc. was so informative, we thought it might be 
beneficial to many of our less "techie" members to have a day when 
everyone could bring his/her favorite piece of equipment (laptop, tablet, 
smart phone, etc.) and get help with various applications.  We have set our 
October 28th meeting for this informative session, so if you are thinking 
about getting new equipment for yourself, you might want to do so before 
then.  We will continue to work on the structure of this meeting and your 
input is welcome. 
     

 
We are thinking that some of our members who are fairly 
accomplished users could help those who are unsure/uncomfortable 
with specific apps (Facebook, Calendars, Twitter, Instagram, Flickr, 
Shutterfly, etc.) and that Janet and Richard Thomas can be our 
"experts" for those more advanced issues.  Let us know your 
thoughts, concerns, and issues so that we can start creating our 
program. 
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Fellow world travelers!  A travel tip 
by Ray Missman 
 
My colleagues in Kuwait tipped me off to a good website to plan your flights: 
Matrix - ITA Software by Google:  https://matrix.itasoftware.com/ 
 
To my knowledge, it works with all commercial airlines; it can do complicated routings and fare 
structures; it gives nice visual graphics comparing several routings.  On the webpage, you can hover 
over each of the bar elements to see details. 
 
You can't buy tickets on it, but you can then use the results on your regular website to book your 
flights.  If you are using a travel agent, it gives the exact fare construction details so they can get you 
the same thing.  
 

 Matrix Airfare Search 
 

Welcome to Matrix 3.0 
Matrix showcases some of the freshest travel search ideas from ITA Software. 
Version 3.0 has been completely rebuilt to run on Google technology.  
-  Cost per mile filter 
-  Geo Search – search by airport code, city, or nearby airport 
-  Interactive Calendar – explore date ranges and lowest fares 
-  Real-time Filters – focus on flights that suit your preferences 
-  Color-coded Time Bars – compare flights at a glance 
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Contact Us 
Friendship Force International 
www.friendshipforce.org 
 
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 
Webmaster: Janet Thomas 
  janet.thomas@mcaconnect.com 
 
Facebook Account 
www.facebook.com/groups/friendshipfor
cehouston/ 
managed by JoAnn Peschel 
  joannp1038@aol.com 
 
Leadership Coordinator 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 (h) 
  713-825-3950 (c) 
  jptexas46@gmail.com 
 

General Meeting Coordinator 
& Newsletter Editor 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-837-5151 (h) 
  281-380-8684 (c) 
  jhuntington001@gmail.com 
 
Secretary 
 Richard Thomas 
  832-279-0505 
  richjanthomas@vqme.net 
 
Treasurer 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 (h) 
  832-275-5221 (c) 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 
 
 

Historian 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 (h) 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 
 
Sunshine Chairman 
 Elsa Sinclair 
 281-955-5124 
 eqsinclair@gmail.com 
 
Membership, Publicity, & Dining 
Chairman 
 Joyce Saylan 
  832-875-7074 
  sayjoyce@gmail.com 
 
 
 

FF Houston 2017 Calendar 
Date Day Activity Location Time 

Mar 25 Sat 
40th Anniversary Celebration of FFI / World 
Friendship Day, potluck & party 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Apr 8 Sat International Dining Night 
Alexander the Great, 3055 Sage 
Rd., #170, 713-622-2778 

6 PM 

Apr 22 Sat 

Meeting, potluck & presentation about 
identifying and avoiding fraudulent 
businesses by Candy Twyman from the 
Better Business Bureau Education 
Foundation  

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

May 13 Sat International Dining Night 
Fratelli’s Italian Restaurant, 1330 
Wirt Rd., 713-263-0022 

6 PM 

May 20 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & finalization of exchange 
plans  

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

May 29 – 
Jun 5 

Mon – 
Mon 

Inbound Journey from New Zealand 
Details forthcoming 
Linda Doolittle, Host Director 

 

June 10 Sat International Dining Night 
Lucy Ethiopian Restaurant, 6800 
Hwy 59 So., 713-334-0000 

6 PM 

June 24 Sat. 
Meeting, potluck & presentation on India by 
Venki Kamath, friend of Janet Thomas 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

July 8 Sat International Dining Night 
Golden Dim Sum, 10600 Bellaire 
Blvd., 281-495-1668 

6 PM 

July 22 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & presentation 
(program needed) 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Aug 12 Sat International Dining Night 
Andes Restaurant, 2311 Canal St., 
#104, 832-659-0063 

6 PM 

Aug 24 - 
28 

Thu - 
Mon 

40th Anniversary FFI World Conference 
Manchester, UK 
See FFI website for details 

 

Aug 26 Sat 
Meeting, potluck “picnic” & presentation 
(program needed) 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
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Sep 9 Sat International Dining Night 
Theo’s Greek Restaurant, 812 
Westheimer, 713-523-0425 

6 PM 

Sep 23 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & presentation – or - 
Possible outing to Buffalo Bayou Park, 
Dunlavy’s and the Cistern 

TBD 11 AM 

Oct 14 Sat International Dining Night 
Rudy Lechner’s German 
Restaurant, 2503 S. Gessner, 713-
782-1180 

6 PM 

Oct 28 Sat 
Annual Meeting (election of officers), potluck 
& “Tech-torial” session 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Nov 11 Sat International Dining Night 
India’s Restaurant, 5704 Richmond, 
713-266-0131 

6 PM 

Nov 18 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & presentation  
(program needed) 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Dec 9 Sat Holiday Party / Brunch Joy Huntington’s home (possibility) TBD 
*Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Dr., inside Beltway 8 West off of Richmond 


