
 

 

 Apr 

2017 
 
 
 

 
A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
sixty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.     
 As an Ambassador, you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle. The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 
Good Timing!   
 
This month’s program, Don’t Fall for a Scam, hits home.  In today’s world of internet thievery anyone 
can become a target, even our own organization.  One would-be-thief tried a Phishing Scam by 
sending an email to our Treasurer, Linda Marlin, pretending to be Joy Huntington.  A request was 
made for money to be sent to “someone” in Illinois.  Thankfully our watch-dog treasurer held tight and 
didn’t fall for it!   
 
I’m guessing many of our members have experienced various types of scams as well.  I know we 
have.  Thankfully our bank thwarted their efforts, but what an ordeal.  Canceling accounts and starting 
new ones is a real pain.  I personally think crooks deserve an extra year in jail for every account that’s 
had to be changed, that is IF they’re ever caught.  
 
ConsumerFraudReporting.org has a list of the Top 10 Scams for 2017 and MarketWatch.com has a 
good article on travel scams (what a nightmare to be scammed while away from home).  And, this 
month’s AARP Bulletin, is devoted to “How to Stop Fraud”. 
 
We couldn’t have picked a better time to have Candy Twyman from the Better Business Bureau’s 
Educational Foundation as our speaker.  Please join us on Sat., April 22nd, and I’m sure you’ll be glad 
you did. 
 
Stay safe everyone, 
Jean Porter  
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Review of Past Activities 

1.  March Meeting 
Taking a tag line from a recent article in the Chronicle (noted in the next section), we celebrated 
“cultures, costumes, and cuisine” at our March meeting.  Since 2017 is the 40th Anniversary of 
Friendship Force International and since March is considered the “founding” month, members of FFH 
celebrated World Friendship Day by dressing in costume, dining on dishes from various countries, 
and playing travel trivia.  (Collages are courtesy of Joyce Saylan) 
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2.  Article about March meeting was in Houston Chronicle’s Sugar 
Land and Memorial area issues 

“Event to celebrate cultures, cuisines” 
By Karen Zurawski 

Published 12:01 pm, Wednesday, March 22, 2017 
 

The Friendship Force Houston March 25 luncheon will 
explore Houston's diverse cultures, costumes and cuisines. 
Members of the Friendship Force Houston share a love of 
travel and culture as they visit foreign countries and host 
visitors from abroad in their homes. 

                                                                                    Photo from FFH archives 
A two-year member, Joyce Saylan of west Houston knew about the group but mistakenly assumed she had to travel to 

belong.  As Dining Chairman - just one of her duties - Saylan picks out each month a restaurant for its ethnic cuisine and 
usually draws about half of the club's 50 members to join her for the international night.  “We do not go out and get 
hamburgers. We choose restaurants from all over the city so as not to inconvenience the same people all the time," she 
said.  Club members come from throughout the Houston area, from The Woodlands to Clear Lake.  

Baytown resident Joy Huntington first learned about Friendship Force International when she traveled to Japan in 1999 
and met touring Korean visitors who belonged to a chapter of the group.  She joined the Houston chapter of the nonprofit 
in 2005.  "I like international travel," she said, figuring she's been to about a dozen countries so far.  Her bucket list 
includes visits to southern Africa - she's been to Egypt and Morocco, but wants to travel to Tanzania and South Africa as 
well as to South America. 

Living overseas for about eight years in Norway and Singapore developed a love of travel and friendship of every 
culture in Jean Porter, who now lives in Sugar Land.  So when a friend from Austin told her about Friendship Force 
International, Porter thought it was a great concept.  Living in Dallas and then the Houston area, she said she realized that 
she missed the aspect of her live that she enjoyed living abroad.  Her travels include visits to six or seven countries in 
Europe, Canada, Australia and New Zealand as well as trips to other states in America to better learn America. 

Huntington, Porter and Saylan are looking forward to the March 25 program to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
international group that sponsors people-to-people exchanges in more than 60 nations.  The Houston chapter is only 
about 30 years old.  The social from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. will be at the Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Drive, 
where monthly meetings are held, too, because of its central location. 

The nonprofit's diversity attracts Saylan, who said members are of varying ages - not all are retirees - and include 
singles and couples.  "Everyone there brings something to the group because of where they've traveled and friends they 
know who have traveled."  On a fixed income and unable to travel as she would like, Saylan talks excitedly about the 
people she's met through the club and the variety it offers and gives these examples:  The daughter of a couple who 
belong to the group prepared an entire potluck for members after she finished Jewish cooking school.  A member brought 
in all the flags that have flown over Texas and talked about those flags and their countries.  Another group visited 
England, Ireland and Scotland and brought pictures and talked about their trip with members.   "There's always something 
fun and interesting. You never know what is coming up," said Saylan. 

Agreeing with that assessment is Porter, who's the group's leadership coordinator who has served in other different 
capacities with the Houston chapter.  Observed Porter, "The one thing we find different with our organization is we really 
do believe appreciating other cultures begins with one-on-one relationships. You discover differences, celebrate 
commonality and learn what you didn't already know." 

In the fall, a woman who deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq through the military and corporate assignments will share 
her experiences with club members. 

Two years ago club members visited New Zealand. Club members from New Zealand will return the favor and plan to 
visit Houston in late May.  "We stay in people's homes when we travel," explained Huntington, who will open her Baytown 
home to two New Zealanders this spring. "It's a cultural exchange," she added.  A Native Texan, Porter said that group 
members will take New Zealanders to the NASA Space Center, the George Ranch and other sites that they like to show 
people when they come to Houston.  While the day trips are fun, Porter said what lasts is the shared experiences, 
thoughts and ideas.  "That's what we remember the most."  Trips are usually seven days long and the club arranges for 
travelers' activities during the day.  Hosts in foreign countries provide breakfast and help to get visitors to their meeting 
point for the day.  Everything is preplanned and Huntington cited a visit to Windsor Castle where they were able to bypass 
long lines because the club already had their tickets in hand.  "It was a huge line.  We walked right to the front.  It's the ay 
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to travel," she said. “Staying in people's homes, especially in non-western countries gives visitors an advantage to learn 
the culture”, she said.  The club also tries to accommodate members' interests.  Huntington traveled to Prague with some 
people who are cavers and the host arranged for them to visit a nearby cave.  "You're doing the tourist thing, but doing 
more than the tourist thing," said Huntington, who is the group's acting general meeting coordinator and newsletter editor.  
"You're getting to experience real culture and eat real food and making lifelong friends." 

Added Porter, "It promotes in this day and age, what's going on around the world."  And, she called that a solution to 
people not understanding each other.  "We sure learn a lot and learn that there’s more commonality than issues." 

3.  April International Dining 
A grand time was had by all 24 attendees at Alexander the Great.  The food was great and the 
conversation lively.  The rack of lamb was so tender; it was spectacular.  Everybody lingered and 
chatted ‘til 8:30 and left with enough food for another meal.  We’ll be going back for sure. 
(photos by Joyce Saylan) 
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Upcoming Activities 

1.  April 22nd Meeting:  “Don’t Fall for a Scam” 
SILVER SLEUTHS 

A Program of the Better Business Bureau  
Education Foundation 

 
Don’t Fall for a Scam! 
 Scam artists are skillful criminals, who successfully change their schemes on an ongoing basis to 
continue to steal money from their victims.  The number of adults caught in scams like foreign 
lotteries and the grandparent scam are increasing every day.  Learn about the latest scams and how 
you can protect yourself from becoming a victim. 
 Our speaker for our April meeting, Candice Twyman, has forty years of experience working with 
non-profit organizations throughout the Houston area specializing in the areas of gerontology, 
program development, and management of volunteers.  She has a Masters of Social Work from the 
University of Houston and a B.A. from Baylor University. 
 The Better Business Bureau Education Foundation is a 501 © 3 not-for-profit organization which is 
supported by corporations, foundations and individuals.  The BBB Education Foundation has 
launched four innovative programs called: 

1. the Silver Sleuths that helps Houston’s older adults identify and avoid fraudulent 
business practices,  

2. Texas Senior Medicare Patrol Project that uses volunteers to identify and educate others about 
Medicare fraud, abuse and waste,  

3. the Young Consumer Advocate Program that educates teens ages 16-22 about scams that 
target this age group and  

4. Consumer Awareness 101, a financial literacy program.   
 

The Better Business Bureau  5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 500  Houston, Texas 77007 
Phone: 713/341-6141  Fax: 713/867-4922  www.bbbhou.org 

 

2.  May 2017 Inbound “Journey” (formerly “an Exchange”) 
by Linda Doolittle, Host Director 
 
Wow!  Here it is April and our friends come next month.  The week’s activities are shaping up nicely, 
and I am grateful for all those involved.  The week begins with our Welcome dinner on Monday, May 
29.  I hope everyone can join us at the Cadillac Bar (party room), 1802 Shephard, at 6 pm.  The cost 
for members is approximately $25 and that includes non-alcoholic drinks and gratuity.  I will need to 
give the restaurant a head count by Friday, May 26, so please let me know.  We have room and time 
for some line dancing so let’s show our new friends the best of Texas!  Thanks to those of you who 
have offered to day host, but we still need some help on Wednesday, May 31 for our excursion to 
Galveston.  Please contact me at 832-516-8424 for dinner reservations or an offer to help out on 
Wednesday.  We end the week’s activities with a farewell dinner at Joy’s on Saturday, June 3 with 
entertainment provided by our own Tom Evans.  Due to limited space, Saturday’s dinner must be 
limited to guests, home hosts, and day hosts.  I hope everyone involved could be available for just a 
few minutes after our April meeting at Tracy Gee.  (You sure don’t want to miss our guest speaker 
from the BBB.)  The schedule for the week follows.  Please see where you can help. 
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Mon, May 29 
 
Pick up 
ambassadors at  
Crown Plaza, 
River Oaks, 
2712 SW 
Freeway at 11 
a.m. 
 
Afternoon 
getting settled, 
resting and 
meeting hosts. 
 
Welcome 
dinner at 
Cadillac Bar, 
1802 Shepard 
Dr. at 6 pm in 
party room. 
Approx. cost for 
Houston 
members $25 
per person 
includes non-
alcoholic drink 
and gratuity.  
Cash Bar.  

Tues, May 30 
 
George 
Ranch and 
Brazos Bend 
State Park.  
Sack lunch 
needed.   
  
Bus provided 
Meet in small 
parking lot on 
Barryhill on 
the south side 
of Memorial 
City Mall.  
Meeting time 
is 8 am. 

Wed, May 31 
 
Galveston tour 
and lunch at 
Fish Tales.  
Approx. cost 
for members 
for lunch and 
tour is $35.  
Meet at Fish 
Tales at 2502 
Seawall Blvd.  
Time to be 
advised. 

Thurs, June 1 
 
NASA and 
Kemah 
Boardwalk.  
Sack lunch 
needed.   
 
Bus provided.  
Meet in small 
parking lot 
behind 
Memorial City 
Mall.  Time to 
be advised. 

Fri, June 2 
 
Museum 
District.  Guests 
may choose 
Museum of 
Fine Arts or 
Museum of 
Natural 
Science.  
Lunch at 
museum. 
(MFA has its 
own Cafe.  
HMNS has a 
McDonalds, 
and there is a 
small, but 
decent Mexican 
Café one block 
north of the 
museum on 
Caroline St. 
across from 
Park Plaza 
Hospital called 
Bodega’s Taco 
Shop.)  Meet at 
museums at 10 
am.   

Sat. June 3 
 
Free Day.  
Suggested 
activity – San 
Jacinto 
Monument and 
Battleship 
Texas. 
Picnic lunch 
suggested or 
Monument Inn 
is very nice. 
 
Farewell 
dinner at Joy’s 
house, 208 
Caldwell, 
Baytown at 5 
pm. 

Sun, June 4 
 
Free Day. 
 
 
 
Departure 
Mon, June 5 
Airport and 
time to be 
advised. 

3.  40th Anniversary World Conference in August 

 
 
For information on the 2017 World Conference in Manchester, England, see the FFI website or use 
the following link:  https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/ff40th/469024/ 
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News from the Rio Grande Valley 
by Joy Huntington 
 
Some of you may know and remember Wanda Boush, who was the long-time President of the FF Rio 
Grande Valley club.  After their club became inactive, Wanda wanted to keep up with FFI and so paid 
dues to our Houston Club for several years, and we still keep in touch.  So I wanted to share this with 
you, since it shows how active she still is at the age of 95.  Because she is very involved in the 
“goings-on” of South Texas, it was wonderful of her to provide this bronze statue for the Quinta 
Mazatlan, which is an historical Adobe mansion and nature and birding center located in McAllen, 
Texas.  (http://www.quintamazatlan.com)  The statue was cast at UTRGV by Doug Clark.   
 
Way to go, Wanda.  Always young at heart!! 
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Contact Us 
Friendship Force International 
www.friendshipforce.org 
 
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 
Webmaster: Janet Thomas 
  janet.thomas@mcaconnect.com 
 
Facebook Account 
www.facebook.com/groups/friendshipfor
cehouston/ 
managed by JoAnn Peschel 
  joannp1038@aol.com 
 
Leadership Coordinator 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 (h) 
  713-825-3950 (c) 
  jptexas46@gmail.com 
 

General Meeting Coordinator 
& Newsletter Editor 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-837-5151 (h) 
  281-380-8684 (c) 
  jhuntington001@gmail.com 
 
Secretary 
 Richard Thomas 
  832-279-0505 
  richjanthomas@vqme.net 
 
Treasurer 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 (h) 
  832-275-5221 (c) 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 
 
 

Historian 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 (h) 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 
 
Sunshine Chairman 
 Elsa Sinclair 
 281-955-5124 
 eqsinclair@gmail.com 
 
Membership, Publicity, & Dining 
Chairman 
 Joyce Saylan 
  832-875-7074 
  sayjoyce@gmail.com 
 
 
 

FF Houston 2017 Calendar 
Date Day Activity Location Time 

Apr 22 Sat 

Meeting, potluck & presentation about 
identifying and avoiding fraudulent 
businesses by Candy Twyman from the 
Better Business Bureau Education 
Foundation  

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

May 13 Sat International Dining Night 
Fratelli’s Italian Restaurant, 1330 
Wirt Rd., 713-263-0022 

6 PM 

May 20 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & finalization of exchange 
plans  

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

May 29 – 
Jun 5 

Mon – 
Mon 

Inbound Journey from New Zealand 
Details on pg. 8 
Linda Doolittle, Host Director 

 

June 10 Sat International Dining Night 
Lucy Ethiopian Restaurant, 6800 
Hwy 59 So., 713-334-0000 

6 PM 

June 24 Sat. 
Meeting, potluck & presentation on India by 
Venki Kamath, friend of Janet Thomas 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

July 8 Sat International Dining Night 
Golden Dim Sum, 10600 Bellaire 
Blvd., 281-495-1668 

6 PM 

July 22 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & presentation 
(program needed) 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Aug 12 Sat International Dining Night 
Andes Restaurant, 2311 Canal St., 
#104, 832-659-0063 

6 PM 

Aug 24 - 
28 

Thu - 
Mon 

40th Anniversary FFI World Conference 
Manchester, UK 
See FFI website for details 

 

Aug 26 Sat 
Meeting, potluck “picnic” & presentation 
(program needed) 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
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Sep 9 Sat International Dining Night 
Theo’s Greek Restaurant, 812 
Westheimer, 713-523-0425 

6 PM 

Sep 23 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & presentation – or - 
Possible outing to Buffalo Bayou Park, 
Dunlavy’s and the Cistern 

TBD 11 AM 

Oct 14 Sat International Dining Night 
Rudy Lechner’s German 
Restaurant, 2503 S. Gessner, 713-
782-1180 

6 PM 

Oct 28 Sat 
Annual Meeting (election of officers), potluck 
& “Tech-torial” session 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Nov 11 Sat International Dining Night 
India’s Restaurant, 5704 Richmond, 
713-266-0131 

6 PM 

Nov 18 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & presentation  
(program needed) 

Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Dec 9 Sat Holiday Party / Brunch Joy Huntington’s home (possibility) TBD 
*Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Dr., inside Beltway 8 West off of Richmond 


