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President’s Corner President’s Corner 
 
Greetings to all members of FF Houston, 
 
April is a good month for FFH because we will once again be preparing for our out-bound exchange to Japan.  
As you read further into this month's newsletter, you'll see that we will be meeting on April 25th at Kubo's 
Japanese Restaurant for lunch and to listen to Carl Rosa's presentation on Japan. Carl is from the Japanese-
America Society and is very knowledgeable about Japan.  Be sure to send in your reservation form (found on 
page 2) and your check as soon as possible because this promises to be a very interesting meeting.  
 
In May, the 16th through the 20th, FFH will be day-hosting three young diplomats from China's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, as well as a representative from the Asia Foundation in California.  They will have their own 
automobile; however, they will be needing people to ride along with them to help them reach their scheduled 
destinations in Houston.  If you know how to navigate throughout Houston, including downtown, and will be 
available between May 16th - 20th, please let me know.  This would be a great way for you to serve FFH and to 
help these Chinese diplomats while they are here. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at our meeting on April 25th! 

In friendship,  Priscilla Bruyere 

Contact us 
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 
 
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.friendshipforcehoustontx.com (under 
construction) 
info@friendshipforcehoustontx.com 
 
President 
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  PriscillaBruyere1@yahoo.com 
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 Ray Missman 
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 Divya Matai 
  832-549-8497 
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Secretary 
 Linda Doolittle 
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Outbound Exchange Director 
 Joy Huntington 
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April 25th Event 
 
Guest Speaker & Lunch 
 
Since our outgoing exchange this year will be to Tokyo, we have arranged for a very special speaker this month 
-- Carl Rosa from the Japan-America Society of Houston.  He will speak on "Fascinating Facts of Japan".  He’ll 
also tell us about this society and the sister city program.   

We’ll meet before the talk for a special lunch at 2:00 P. M. at Kubo’s Sushi Bar & Grill, 2414 University 
Boulevard, Suite 200.  Lunch will be a “bento box” containing teriyaki chicken, vegetable tempura, seaweed 
salad, steamed broccoli, deep fried pork dumpling, white steamed rice, and house salad (with creamy miso 
dressing) or miso soup, beverage, and green tea ice cream. 

Our club tries very hard to keep the price of our luncheons and dinners to $15.00 or less. This lunch will 
actually cost more than $15.00, but the board has agreed to subsidize the extra amount with funds from Betty 
Spooner's Chevron grant. 

It is necessary this month to have members pay beforehand so we can provide the restaurant a guarantee of the 
number of dinners three days before.  Note: the room has space for only 28 people so get your reservations in 
immediately!  Mail the following reservation form and your check ASAP!!  Thanks. 

If you have questions, call Betty Spooner - 281/589-7901. 

 
RESERVATION FORM 

 
When: Saturday, April 25, 2009 

Time: 2:00 PM 

Where: Kubo’s Sushi Bar & Grill 

 2414 University Boulevard, Suite 200  (elevator available) 

Price: $15.00 

Deadline: April 21 to receive reservations and checks 

 

I wish to reserve ____ places for lunch and meeting on April 25. 
 
Enclosed is my check for $_____ payable to FFH.   I acknowledge that this is non-refundable. 
 
Names 
  ___________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Mail to: Elizabeth Spooner, 1522 Rockin Drive, Houston, Texas 77077-3835 
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Recap on Our Inbound Exchange from Kern County  
by Inbound Exchange Director, PJ Missman 

 
The Kern County, California Club visited us for the week of March 25th through April 1st.  There were 8 

ambassadors, including my Aunt Joan, who is 92 years old.  We had a very busy week, but everyone really 
enjoyed the scheduled activities.  We greeted them with a Welcome Dinner at the Potatoe Patch where we had 
good ol’ southern cookin’.   

John, Linda & Gen w/ Kern Ambassadors Dan, Judy, Priscilla, CynthiaPatricia & Patricia (ED's) 
 

Their visit included a downtown walking tour to visit Minute Maid Park, 
the Aquarium Restaurant, the observation area on the 60th floor of the Chase 
Tower, City Hall and the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau gift shop and 
theater, the tunnel system and a final view of the city from the pool deck of the 
Hilton Americas Hotel.  In addition to the museums and their wonderful 
exhibits, they also toured the George Ranch where they learned about Texas 
cattle ranching in the 1800’s and where they got soaked in a typical Texas 
“gulley washer”.   

 

Minutemaid Park Tour 

Downtown observation on 60th floor

Ben & Trish Goossen & Marie Krause Drying out after George Ranch deluge 
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The high point of the week was the Crawfish Boil!  We had 27 people attend, so there was lots of visiting 
and fun.  My brother, John Staudt, stood at the head of a very long table that was covered with newspaper and 
piled high with a very spicy jumble of boiled crawfish, shrimp, corn, potatoes, and onions and gave instructions 
for eating the small lobster-like crustaceans, showing everyone how to twist the head off and get the meat out.  
Lots of work and messy too, but well worth the trouble!  

 John Staudt showing proper Crawfish 
technique Digging in! 

 Spreading the Crawfish 
 

We had a really nice group of ambassadors and I have been told by Trish Goossen, their ED, that they had a 
special visit that they will never forget.  

Thanks to all of you who helped make this exchange a success.  And to those of you who attended the 
welcome and farewell dinners – you made our guests feel so welcome!  Thanks so very much!  

Member Highlight, by the Philps 
 
Dan and Judy (Behrend) Philp are native Texans; Judy is from Fredericksburg and Dan is from Caldwell.  
Because of her parents and grandparents, Judy is fluent in German and this fluency has been very helpful when 
going to Europe.  Judy attended Texas State University where she earned a bachelor's degree.  While attending 
the university she met her future husband, Dan, who was earning his master's degree in educational guidance 
and counseling.  They married in 1974 and moved to Katy, Texas where they have worked in the public school  
system for a number of years.  Their hobbies include hiking, traveling, and visiting with friends and family.  
Their daughter, Jill, is a graduate of Texas State University and is currently employed by the Marriott 
Corporation in Austin.  Dan and Judy are also owners of the Baethge-Behrend Haus (a guest house) that is 
located a short distance from Fredericksburg on Hayden Ranch Road.  The Haus is managed locally and Dan 
and Judy visit the area at least once a month.  They have enjoyed their membership in Friendship Force because 
they have met such nice and interesting people.  
 

FFH Historical Tidbit 
 
Dolores Rieger has volunteered to provide us with a bit of history about the founding and early years of the 
Houston chapter of FFI, so her first “find” is a letter from a former FFH President written in 1984 about the 
founding of our group.  See next two pages……….. 
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FF Dallas members come to Houston 
 

March 20-22, 2009 
FF Dallas Friends’ Weekend Visit to Houston 

Written by Dolores Rieger 
 

 
Friends enjoying Saturday evening on the patio at Dolores Rieger’s home: 

 John Whaley, Wendy Whaley, Betty Spooner and Erma Fennema 
 
 

FF Dallas President, Wendy Whaley, and her husband John stayed at the Marriot Courtyard, giving them the 
opportunity to experience Houston’s Galleria. Friday, they explored MFA’s exhibit entitled “Afghanistan: 
Hidden Treasures from the National Museum of Kabul”, the Rothko Chapel and Rice University Campus.  They 
also took time to drive through various neighborhoods, to view Houston’s beautiful azaleas in full bloom. 
 
Saturday’s adventure to Galveston Island provided an insight into the aftermath of Hurricane Ike.  They enjoyed 
walking along the beach and had lunch at “Fishtail” Restaurant on the seawall.  I was pleased when the Whaleys 
accepted my invitation to spend Saturday evening and night in my home.  John was the deciding factor when he 
said to Wendy, “Well, Dolores invited us to stay with her, and isn’t that what Friendship Force is all about?”  
When they arrived, with luggage in hand and smiles on their faces, I knew they had had a perfect day in 
Galveston.  Betty Spooner and Erma Fennema joined us for dinner, each bringing food to share (a Friendship 
Force “thing”).  Everyone enjoyed sharing their Friendship Force experiences, as we became better acquainted.  
This was a perfect ending for the Whaley’s trip to Houston. 

 
On Sunday morning, it was a difficult to say goodbye; however, it was comforting to know we would meet 
again (February 2010, in the Texas Rio Grande Valley) for the S W Regional Conference. 
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2009 Outbound Exchange to Tokyo, Japan 
by Outbound Exchange Director, Joy Huntington 

 
Plans are coming along nicely and we are having a meeting of those interested in attending on Saturday, April 
25th at 12:30 before our luncheon at Kubo’s Restaurant.  Here is another article about a place of interest that we 
hopefully will have an opportunity to visit, especially if we visit Hamarikyu Gardens (last newsletter). 
 
The Tsukiji Fish Market is the world's largest wholesale fish and seafood market.  The fish market has 
approximately 900 wholesale fish dealers each operating a small stall.  A total of over 60,000 people work at 
Tsukiji Fish Market, from wholesalers to auctioneers to distributors and retailers. 
 

The Tsukiji Fish Market traces its history back to the early 
development of Tokyo, to when Shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu 
established a fish market to provide supplies for Edo Castle.  After 
the royal household had had its pick, the balance supply was then 
sold near the Nihonbashi bridge at Uogashi, the fish quay that lined 
the canals of Edo during those days.  The fish market existed there 
until September 1923 when the Great Kanto Earthquake devastated 
much of Tokyo, including the Nihonbashi Fish Market.  A decision 
was then taken to relocate the fish market to Tsukiji.  The first 
modern facility at Tsukiji began operating in 1935, with branch 
markets providing auxiliary support.  Today Metropolitan Tokyo is 

served by three major fish markets including the one at Tsukiji, which handles the lion share of the catch. 
 
The Tsukiji Fish Market has two sections. The outer market comprises both wholesale and retail shops selling 
Japanese kitchenware and supplies for Japanese kitchens and sushi restaurants.  The inner market is where all 
the wholesale work takes places.  This is where the fish are brought in.  On any given there, there could be over 
400 different types of marine life of all types being traded here.  Indeed the market handles over 2000 metric 
tons of seafood a day. 
 
Tsukiji starts work at 3:00am in the morning when the catch is brought in, not only by ship, but also by trucks 
from planes all over the world.  The most impressive section of the market is the one dealing with the frozen 
tunas.  Auctioning starts at 5:20am in the morning, and only licensed bidders can participate.  Tourists intending 
to visit the market should reach it by 5:00am and watch the proceedings from a designated area.  Activities at 
the market start to decline by 8:00am, and by 11:00am, many of the wholesale shops have started to call it a 
day. 
 
 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
fifty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.   
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 
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2009 FF Houston Calendar 
So you can see what we’ve done and what we’ll be doing, the dates for all our 2009 meetings 
are noted below, including our Board Meetings, to which everyone is invited.  Noted in blue is 
our Inbound Exchange and in red is our Outbound Exchange.  Please note that we need a few 
remaining programming ideas (tbd), so your suggestions are welcomed.  Ray Missman, our 
VP, is in charge of programming and would be happy to have your thoughts on this. 

Houston FFI 2009 Calendar 
Date Day Activity Location Time 

January 31 Sat Asian Art Exhibit and lunch Museum of Fine Arts & 
Nippon restaurant 

11:00am 
1:00pm 

February 3 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
February 6 - 8 Fri – Sun SW Regional Conf. Dallas, TX 5:00pm 
February 28 Sat World Friendship Day and 

international potluck 
Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 11:30am 

March 3 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
March 25-April 1 Wed - Wed Inbound Exchange, 

PJ Missman, ED 
from Kern County, 
Calif. 

See article 
on page 3 

April 7 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
April 25 Sat Japan-America Society guest 

speaker & lunch 
Kubo’s Restaurant 2:00pm 

May 5 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
May 30 Sat Houston “Greeters” guest 

speaker and lunch TBD 
Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 11:00am 

June 2 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
June 27 Sat Presentation on Japan, with 

guest speaker & potluck lunch 
Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 11:00am 

July 7 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
July 25 Sat TBD Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 11:00am 
August 4 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
August 29 Sat TBD Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 11:00am 
September 1 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
September 26 Sat China presentation by 

Missmans & Doolittles 
Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 11:00am 

October 6 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
October 24 Sat TBD Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 11:00am 
November 4 Wed Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
Nov. 13 - 19 Fri - Thu Outbound Exchange,  

Joy Huntington, ED  
to Tokyo, Japan  

Nov. 19 - 22 Thu - Sun International Conference in Okinawa, Japan  
Nov. 23 – 27 Mon – Fri Extension Okinawa area  
December 1 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. 7:00pm 
December 12 Sat Holiday Party and/or Activity TBD TBD 

TBD = to be determined (your ideas are appreciated) 
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