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President’s Corner President’s Corner 
 
Greetings to Friendship Force Houston! 
 
It was great seeing all of you who attended our FFH luncheon last month at the Ocean Palace 
Restaurant!  It was a good get-together, a good restaurant, and delicious Chinese cuisine. 
 
This month's meeting will be held at the Tracy Gee Community Center and promises to be most 
interesting.  Our speaker will be Dale Hamilton from the University of Houston's International Student 
Program.  He will be telling us about the foreign students at the U of H and how we can become 
involved with them.  This presentation will coincide with the mission of Friendship Force, that of 
becoming acquainted with people from other countries and building friendships with them, all to 
create a world of friends which becomes a world of peace! 
 
We will not only be voting for and installing our FFH officers for 2010 at this meeting, but we will also 
be selecting our choices of places where we'd like to travel in 2011.  We have to know your 
preferences by the time of this meeting in order to submit them to FF headquarters in Atlanta by 
November 1st, so look over the list on pg. 6 and be ready to “vote” at this meeting. 
 
We will also have a report from our Exchange Director for Japan, Joy Huntington, as to the state of 
the plans for that outbound exchange which will take place next month, and we will be hearing from 
Exchange Director for California, Ruby Reviere, as to the status of that exchange when we will visit 
the FF clubs in Santa Barbara, Orange County, and Kern County. 
 
So---a lot to deal with at this month's meeting!  I sure hope you'll be able to attend and don't forget to 
bring one of your favorite dishes for the pot luck.  Shirley Hooks, Sidney Formanek, or Katie Payne 
will be calling you to remind you of the meeting.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing you on October 24th! 
 
In friendship,   
          
Priscilla Bruyere 



Friendship Force Houston News Page 2 October 2009 

Recap on September Event:  Ocean Palace Restaurant 
 

We gathered, we ate, we had a good meal with good company.  What 
more need be said??? 

Well – a bit more detail:  18 of us attended, we ate all of the delicious 
items on the menu: steamed pork & shrimp dumpling, steamed shrimp dumpling, steamed barbeque 
pork bun, deep fried pork puff, sweet & sour pork, sautéed mixed vegetable, special fried rice, sweet 
sesame ball; baked egg custard.   

If you missed it, we’re starting up a new program next year for dinner get-togethers each month.  It is 
currently named the ‘ethnic dinner’ program – look for more details in the 2010 calendar on page 8. 
 

- Ray Missman   
 

October 24th Event 

Univ. of  Houston’s International Friendship Program 
 

Imagine yourself as an international student from another country attending the University of Houston 
for four years to get your degree.  How do you ever get the opportunity to meet the locals – us – or 
visit our homes?  Dale Hamilton is coming to our meeting to tell us about a program to do this: 
University of Houston’s “International Friendship Program.”    

What is it?  

Interested students sign up with the University of Houston's International Friendship Program and 
meet with a Houston family, married couple, or single.  At least one semester’s commitment is 
requested, meeting once a month during that semester.  This offers an opportunity for the student to 
become friends with an American family and to enrich their educational experience in the United 
States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friendship volunteers are families and singles in the Houston area who are interested in meeting 
international students and scholars.  By inviting students to your home and sharing family activities, 
you help them get settled in Houston and learn their way around the city.  New students are given 
priority because they need more assistance in learning about Houston and in making new friends.  A 
special orientation is required for all participants (students and friendship volunteers). 
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If you aren’t able to attend this function but would like more information, check the website at 
http://www.issso.uh.edu/New_Students.html#International_Friendship_Program or email Dale 

amilton, the program coordinator, at dhamilto@central.uh.eduH . 

m 
eginning at 11:30.  It’s Pot Luck so bring a plate of one of your favorite tasty 

orsels to share.    

 you have questions, call Ray Missman at 713-529-4619. 
 

 
This meeting will be at our usual location, Tracy Gee Community Center, at our usual time 11:00a
with serious eating b
m
 
If

December 5th Event:  Holiday Party!! 
 
  

rty 

t luck (see 
elow), there is no charge.  Guests are welcome, but let the Phone Committee know.   

 

Because a number of our members and our newsletter editor will be in Japan in November, there will 
be no meeting or function in November.  Therefore, we are giving the information on our holiday pa
which will be at Carolyn Lanier’s home on Saturday, December 5th.  This will be a party like we’ve 
never had before so be sure to put it on your calendar!  Other than contributing to the po
b

 

http://www.issso.uh.edu/New_Students.html#International_Friendship_Program
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Here’s the outline of events:   
 

 11:30 am - arrive and set up food (pot-luck, but with some differences – see below) 
 12:00 noon (or so) - holiday feast – good food and good company 
 1:30pm - car pool over to the Laniers’ 30-acre park, ride the train, see the English village 

 
Pot Luck:  
 
Carolyn Lanier will provide the ham and either rolls or potato salad, and some eggnog (one with and 
one without alcoholic enhancement).  Anyone who wishes may bring some holiday spirits to share 
(holiday elves will monitor to discourage over-consumption). 
 
When the Phone Committee calls, please sign up for one of the 3 options below:   
 

1. Salad platter: there will be a large salad platter with lettuce or spinach base layer.  Please 
bring tomatoes, olives, cheese, or dressings to contribute to the salad platter (bring in plastic 
bag or other temporary container) 

2. Fresh fruit cut up to make a fruit salad (will mix with other contributions for one big salad) 
3. Christmas dessert of your choice 

 
Directions to Carolyn’s home at 7115 Cherry Hills Road, in the Cypress Fairbanks area, 77069 

 
From Highway 249 & 
FM 1960:  
1. Go east on FM-1960  
(also known as Bammel  
Rd.)  
2. Turn left at Cutten Rd 
and go 1.1 mi  
3. Turn right at Cherry 
Hills Road and go 0.1 
miles.  Carolyn’s home 
will be on your right at 
corner of Cherry Hills & 
Mesa Mountain.  
[ Note: If you search on 
Google Maps, it will show the 
old street name “Tam O’ Shanter” instead of Cherry Hills 
Rd.] 
 
From Highway 249 & Cypresswood Dr  
1. Head east on Cypresswood Dr for 1.1 mi  
2. Turn right at Cutten Rd and go 0.8 mi  
3. Turn at left Cherry Hills Road & go 0.1 mi. 

 
See you there! 
If you have questions, call Ray Missman  @ 713-529-4619. 
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2010 California Exchange 
by Ruby Reviere, ED 
 
Many of you met our California ambassadors last year, so now you have the opportunity to visit our 
guests in their homes in the Kern County area.  We have been in contact with two other clubs, Santa 
Barbara and Orange County, who also wish to host our group.  Currently, we have 13 members who 
are planning on joining our domestic exchange to California in February.  We plan to begin in the 
Bakersfield/Kern County area on February 26th.  We are then planning to go to Santa Barbara and 
then on to Orange County; however, the details are still being discussed between the 3 Clubs’ 
Exchange Directors because we don’t have a preference as to who we visit first, second, or third. 
 
We have several options on transportation.  Some of us plan to drive, so you would be welcome to 
join our “carpool” or “caravan”, depending on numbers.  Or if you choose to fly to Los Angeles, you 
could rent a car or use their bus service, which (according to PJ Missman who lived there) is 
excellent.  We estimate that we will be spending about 4 days at each of the 3 clubs, depending on 
their plans for us.  They have asked how many they can plan on from Houston so although it is still 
four months away, please let me know as soon as possible if you plan to go.  My email is 
rubyreviere@earthlink.net. and my phone number is 281-482-2464. 
 

 

 

Cultural Travel On Six Continents!  

Friendship Force International, leading the world in home 
hospitality and cultural travel, is pleased to announce a new 
publication, The WORLD OF FRIENDS Catalog.  This electronic 
listing of specially selected opportunities will replace the former 
E-Flyer list of our travel exchanges and will be published 
monthly beginning in October.  All of the travel opportunities in 
the catalog are available to all interested travelers: experienced 
Friendship Force members as well as first-time participants.  
Each new edition of the Catalog will be introduced by a 
'postcard' like this one.  In addition to planning your own future 
travels, you can pass this publication on electronically to your 
own circle of friends and acquaintances, introducing them to the 
Friendship Force and inviting them to experience the unique 
style of travel offered by our organization.  We hope you can 
join us on one of these spectacular cultural opportunities that 
will change the way you see the world.  

  

  

Click here to view the new WORLD OF FRIENDS catalog 
(www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog )  
Click here to download a text only PDF of the catalog  
(www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/images/btns/print_download_hi.jpg ) 
Click here to download a WORD DOCUMENT of the catalog 

 

 
©2009 Friendship Force International. All Rights Reserved.    

 

mailto:rubyreviere@earthlink.net
http://e2ma.net/go/2448502524/2227235/84298396/21753/goto:http:/www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog
http://e2ma.net/go/2448502524/2227235/84298395/21753/goto:http:/www.friendshipforce.org/catalog/media/ffi_catalog_oct09.pdf
http://e2ma.net/go/2448502524/2227235/84298394/21753/goto:http:/www.friendshipforce.org/catalog/media/ffi_catalog_oct09.doc
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FF Houston 2011 Outbound Exchange Vote 

 Name:    

Please indicate your first, second and third choices by putting the number 1, 2 and 3 next to the appropriate country.  The 
number next to each country shows the total number of weeks of hosting offered in that country, based on 2009 data.  
Countries marked "1W" are expected to be in high demand in 2010 and therefore will only be assigned as one-week 
exchanges (they cannot be part of a multiple-week exchange).  Specialized exchange programs are available in countries 
marked "SP".  The programs are culturally focused and overnight hosting may or may not be part of the program.  There are 
2 countries whose clubs have had frequent US inbounds in recent years, so they will be assigned inbounds from other 
countries in 2010.  These countries are Cyprus and Korea, and are therefore not listed as options below. 

  AUS - Australia (55)        
 AUT – Austria (2)       
  AZE – Azerbaijan (2)        
  BLR - Belarus (1)        
  BEL - Belgium (9)        
  BRA - Brazil (37)        
  CAN - Canada (37)        
 CHL – Chile (3)       
  CHN - China  (SP)       
  COL - Colombia (6)        
  COS - Costa Rica (10)        
  CZE - Czech Republic (1)        
  EGY - Egypt (2) 1W       
  ENG - England (27)        
  EST - Estonia (1)       
  FRA - France (2) 1W        
  GEO - Georgia (2)       
  GER - Germany (35)       
  GHA - Ghana (6)        
  HUN - Hungary (3)        
 ITA – Italy (1) 1W       
  IND - India (2)        
  INA - Indonesia (12)        
  ISR - Israel (1)        
  JPN - Japan (29)        
  KEN - Kenya (1) 1W        
  LAT - Latvia (1)        
  MEX - Mexico (12)        
  MON - Mongolia SP        
  MOR - Morocco (1) 1W       
  NEP - Nepal (1)        
  NED - Netherlands (8)        



Friendship Force Houston News Page 7 October 2009 

        
        
  NCD - New Caledonia (1)        
  NZL - New Zealand (54)       
  NIR - Northern Ireland (1)        
 NOR – Norway (1) 1W       
  PER - Peru (8)       
  POL – Poland (1)        
 ROM – Romania (4)       
  RUS - Russia (6)        
  SCO - Scotland (1)       
 SIN – Singapore SP       
  SVK - Slovakia (1)       
 SAF – South Africa (5) 1W       
 SWI – Switzerland (2) 1W       
  Tal - Taiwan (4)        
  TAN – Tanzania (1) 1W        
  THA – Thailand (4)       
  TUR - Turkey (9) 1W        
  UKR - Ukraine (1)       
 UZB – Uzbekistan (2)       
  HAW - U S - Hawaii (3)       
  USA - U S - mainland (140)        
  VIE - Vietnam SP       
 WAL – Wales (2)       

 
 

009 FF Houston Calendar 2
 

Date

 

 Day Activity Location Time 
     
October 24, 2009 Sat Dale Hamilton of Univ. of 

Houston’s international 
student program 

Tracy Gee Community Center 11:00am
3599 Westcenter Dr., 77042 

November 5 Wed Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
November 4-28   Outbound Exchange, 

Joy Huntington, ED 
Five cities in Japan   

December 1 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
December 5 Sat Holiday Party @ Carolyn 

Lanier’s, visit to their park 
Address & Directions on Pg 4 12:00N 
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2010 FF Houston Calendar 
 
International Dining Program: 
Starting in 2010, we would like to try something new so that we can enjoy food from around the world 
and get to know one another in more intimate dining experiences.  On the second Friday of each 
month, we will sample food from a different country at various restaurants in the metropolitan area.  
(We would appreciate your restaurant suggestions.)  These international dining opportunities are 
strictly voluntary and apart from the normal club meetings.  How does it work?  Well, you would 
simply call the chairman by the Wednesday prior to each dinner, to assist in determining a reservation 
count.  We all pay our own way; therefore, the club treasury is not involved. 
 
January 5, 2010 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  

3599 Westcenter Dr., 77042 
7:00pm 

January 15 Fri International Dining Night To Be Determined (TBD) 6:30pm 
January 30 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am
February 2 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 

February 4-6 Fri -Sun SW Regional Conf. McAllen, Texas 5:00pm 
February 25 – 

March ?? 
 Outbound Exchange, 

Ruby Reviere, ED 
Kern County, Orange County, 
& Santa Barbara, California 

NA 

February 12 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 
February 27 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am

March 2 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
March 12 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 
March 27 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am

April 6 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
April 9 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 

April 24 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am
May 4 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
May 14 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 
May 22 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am
June 1 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 

June 11 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 
June 26 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am
July 6 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
July 9 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 

July 31 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am
August 3 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
August 13 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 
August 28 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am

September 7 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
September 10 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 
September 25 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am
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October 5 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
October ?? ? Inbound Exchange,  

Linda Doolittle, ED 
Australia  

October ?? ? International Conference Washington, DC  
October 8 Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 
October 30 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC  11:00am
November 2 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 

12-Nov Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 
November 20 Sat General Meeting or  

Holiday Party?? 
Tracy Gee CC  11:00am

December 7 Tue Board Meeting Tracy Gee CC  7:00pm 
10-Dec Fri International Dining Night TBD 6:30pm 

December 18 Sat General Meeting or 
Holiday Party?? 

Tracy Gee CC  11:00am

 
 
WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
fifty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.   
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 

ontact Us C
 
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 
 
Friendship Force H

ww.ffhoustontx.org
ouston, TX 

w  
    (under construction) 

 
 PriscillaBruyere1@yahoo.com

 
 
President 
 Priscilla Bruyere 

 281-441-4578 or 832-233-1040 
  

rogramming 

 ray@missman.org

 
 
Vice-President & P
 Ray Missman 

 713-529-4619  
  
 

 marlinl@comcast.net

 
Treasurer 
 Linda Marlin 

 713-465-9466  
  

 ldoo15@aol.com

 
 
Secretary 
 Linda Doolittle 

 713-465-3120  
   

 jhuntington001@comcast.net

 
 
Newsletter Editor & 
Outbound Exchange Director 
 Joy Huntington 

 281-837-5151 or 281-380-8684  
  
 

an 

 No email 

rocedures 

 rubyreviere@earthlink.net

 
Membership Chairm
 Betty Spoo

 281-589-7901 
ner 

 
 
 
 
Past Pres & FFI P
 Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 

 281-482-2464  
  

&  

  drieger247@aol.com

 
Past Pres, Advisor 
 Parliamentarian 
 Dolores Rieger 
  713-774-3488 
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2010 Membership Form 
 
Please use the form below to submit to Betty Spooner for your membership renewal for 2010.  Since 
we are not going to be having a November newsletter, we are giving this to you now.  You may print 
and bring it to any of our upcoming functions.  Dues will be accepted through February 2010. 
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