
Friendship Force Houst News Page 1  

March 2011 
 

 

 
 
 

A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
fifty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.   
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 

President’s CornerPresident’s CornerPresident’s CornerPresident’s Corner    
 

Happy Birthday, Friendship Force!  You are 34 this month!!  Read the communiqué from George 
Brown, the President of Friendship Force International, on the following page. 

 

Our March meeting will celebrate World Friendship Day.  We are asking everyone to dress 
internationally in the “costume” of your favorite country.  Pot-luck, so please bring something yummy 
– preferably something international.  (But don’t do what I did – I left our good red casserole dish at 
Tracy Gee after the meeting – it was a wedding gift and I’m in big trouble!) 

 

This month’s program will be a little different than most of our past programs.  Hint: there might be 
some audience participation!  A little exercise for the body, a little exercise for the mind.  Remember, 
we’re celebrating World Friendship Day. 

 

Sad news: The FF Western Waikato, New Zealand club was scheduled to come to Houston in 
October.  They had to cancel.  No, it wasn’t due to the Feb 22 earthquake in Christchurch, New 
Zealand (magnitude 6.3 – far less than the big Japan quake but shallow so it caused lots of damage).  
It is the much more common problem of budget.  We’re looking at some alternative ideas now. 

 

HELP WANTED:  Our Secretary, Jacquie Mabey, had to resign from the Board recently due to a new 
work opportunity.  (She and her husband Jay are still members of the club; she’s just not on the board 
any more).  So we urgently need someone to step in.  Can you attend monthly Board meetings?  
Don’t worry about the details – you will get lots of help.  

 

In Friendship, 
 

Ray Missman 
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March 1, 2011 

  
Dear friends, 
  
Thirty-four years ago, on March 1, 1977, US President Jimmy Carter announced the formation of 
the Friendship Force at a White House dinner. 
  
The Friendship Force began with a simple announcement in Washington, DC, and a group of 
dedicated staff and volunteers in Atlanta, led by Wayne Smith. It has grown into a global network, 
led by thousands of volunteers like yourself. Congratulations, and thank you for all you are doing to 
advance the goals of our organization. 
  
During 2011 we will have almost 5,000 citizen ambassadors traveling the globe, hosted by 
thousands more. Each new friendship will make a contribution to our goal of promoting 
international understanding across the barriers that separate people. 
  
None of this would be possible without the leadership you and others are providing, along with the 
dedication and enthusiasm of your members. 
  
I wish we could all be together for one day to celebrate in person. We can't do that, but we can 
unite in remembering those who established the Friendship Force in our communities and in re-
dedicating ourselves to the continuation of our common purpose. 
  
We ARE making a difference! 
  
In friendship, 
  
George T. Brown, Jr. 
President, FFI 
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Last Month’sLast Month’sLast Month’sLast Month’s    Program: Program: Program: Program: “This is Brazil”“This is Brazil”“This is Brazil”“This is Brazil” 
 
Our speaker, Dee Martin, was our very own version of Carmen Miranda!!  She was very 
knowledgeable, vivacious and entertaining.  She shared with us her love of her native Brazil and 
prepared us for our outbound exchange to her homeland in June.  She discussed the particular areas 
of the country that our ambassadors will visit, as well as explaining about the currency, the weather, 
and the “does and don’ts” of etiquette.  Her background includes having been a travel agent in Brazil, 
which was how she determined the items that are of interest to most travelers. 
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Meeting Friends from AfarMeeting Friends from AfarMeeting Friends from AfarMeeting Friends from Afar    
 

FFH visited Budapest, Hungary in 2005 as an “extension” after 
an exchange to Prague, Check Republic.  Our ambassadors 
met several of their club members for dinner and had a most 
enjoyable evening.  One of the members from Budapest who 
attended that dinner recently came to Houston on a business 
trip.  He is Vizi Pal Gabor (“Paul” in English), on the right in the 
photo.  He’s a space technology engineer here to attend the 
42nd Lunar and Planetary Science Conference in the 
Woodlands.  Paul was one of the guest speakers for the 
conference, and he traveled with his colleague, Dr Szaniszló 
Bérczi, (“Stanislaus” or just “Stan” in English) who is a 
Professor at U. of Budapest, on the left in the photo.   

If you are curious, check out this link:  
http://metal.elte.hu/aft.elte.hu/Munkatarsak/berczi/berczi_index_EN.html)  

 

 

 

Ray Missman took them to NASA on Sunday (Mar 6). intending to show them around, but instead, 
Stanislaus was the “guide”.  He had been coming here many times over the years for conferences, to 

lead student groups, and in 
fact he went to a space 
camp at NASA in Huntsville, 
AL as a teenager!  Check 
out the picture of Paul 
weightless in the space 
shuttle exhibit in the main 
Space Center Houston 
building.  He jumped up in 
the air while Ray took a 
movie of it with his camera.   
Paul sent a frame or two 
from that, and you can 
clearly see that he was 
weightless, if only for an 
instant.  You can try it 
yourself – just jump up.   

 

Joy Huntington gave Paul and “Stan” a walking tour of downtown Houston on Saturday, Mar. 12th, 
where they viewed our skyscrapers and got a short history lesson of Houston and Texas.  Stan and 
Paul were most interested in our modern architecture and the variety of our buildings.  We did get a 
glimpse of Houston’s famous tunnel system, but because it is closed on the weekends, we just got a 
“peek” into its usefulness and activity by downtown workers. 
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One of the tour’s highlights was having lunch at the Aquarium Restaurant.  With Hungary being land 
locked, they enjoyed viewing (up close and personal) the barracuda, jacks, grouper, manta rays, 
sharks, eels, and other unknown sea creatures, as well as savoring the great seafood.   
 

                
 
Then they drove through the Texas Medical Center, Rice University, and the museum district before 
taking Stan to the airport for his flight home.  But Paul and Joy weren’t finished for the day, so they 
made their way back into town, drove on Allen Parkway by Buffalo Bayou observing the walkers and 
joggers and then into River Oaks to see “how the other half lives”.  The evening was capped off by 
joining FFH members for our International Dining Night at an Irish Pub, where Paul got to meet some 
of our members, including Gen Pike, who also met Paul in 2005 in Budapest.  (see photos in next 
section) 
 
Sunday saw Paul back at NASA that morning for the tram tour of buildings, including Mission Control 
and the weightlessness training pool, and a walk beside the Saturn V rocket.  Then he met Joy at the 
Museum of Natural Science for a visit to the Burke Baker Planetarium, lunch at the McDonalds in the 
lobby (wow), and walks through the dinosaur exhibit, the gem collection and the African wildlife 
exhibit. 
 
Paul was hosted by Gary and Lynn Clifford, FFH members, at their home in the Woodlands for the 
last four nights of Paul’s trip.  And Gary even loaned Paul a car to use throughout his 10-day visit.  I 
know we all thank the Cliffords for their generous hospitality on behalf of the Houston Club in making 
Paul’s trip a memorable one. 
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International Dining NigInternational Dining NigInternational Dining NigInternational Dining Night for Marchht for Marchht for Marchht for March    
 
Brian O’Neill’s, an Irish Pub in Rice Village,  was the location of choice this month, in anticipation of 
St. Patrick’s Day.  Fifteen of our members and our guest from Budapest met for dinner and a good 
opportunity to visit in a more informal setting.  We had a private room, great food and great service. 
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2011 Outbound Exchange to Brazil2011 Outbound Exchange to Brazil2011 Outbound Exchange to Brazil2011 Outbound Exchange to Brazil    
 
Those who have signed up for the trip to Brazil are taking the trip of a lifetime!  There will be not one, 
but two home exchanges [Itanhaem from June 19-26, and Blumenau from June 26 - July1] and a very 
exciting tour that Linda Doolittle (co-ED) has found for us from July 2 -9.  Our first exchange is to 
Itanhaem, a small, scenic town.  Brazilians pride themselves on their hospitality, so they are eager to 
show us around.  And we are sure there will be lots of music and dancing and lots of food!  Our 
second exchange is to Blumenau, the most German settlement in Brazil, whose Octoberfest ties with 
Kitchener, Ontario for being the biggest and best outside of Germany.  Although we are not going in 
October, our hosts will prepare one for us.  After our two official exchanges, we will go to Iguazu Falls 
and the Pantanal - a huge plain with lots of wildlife to see.  This trip is just about as exotic as a trip to 
Africa.   
 

    
      Blumenau and the Itajaí-Açu river           Downtown Blumenau 
 
This was to have been a joint exchange with the San Antonio club; however, they have now decided 
not to go.  Therefore, we have room for more interested travelers.  If you know anyone who might be 
interested, please let them know and have them contact Linda Doolittle or Sidney Formanek, our co-
Exchange Directors, whose information is in our “contact us” section of the newsletter.  A $100 
deposit is all that is required at this time.  It would be a shame not to have the maximum number of 
guests (18).  Sources of additional information are:  http://wikitravel.org/en/Brazil and 
http://gobrazil.about.com/od/braziliancities/p/blumenau.html. 
 

Domestic Exchange tDomestic Exchange tDomestic Exchange tDomestic Exchange to Lincoln, NEo Lincoln, NEo Lincoln, NEo Lincoln, NE    
 
If you are interested, the FF club of Lincoln, Nebraska is hosting a Domestic Exchange from October 
10 to 16th and has room for more Ambassadors.  You should contact Gaylord Becker, President 
Friendship Force Lincoln, at gaylordjbecker@hotmail.com.  They have lots to see - many museums, 
including a race car museum for the car buffs, a Drive Thru Safari between Lincoln and Omaha, and 
many historical sites as well as the State Capitol which would include lunch in the Governor’s 
Mansion, to name a few. 
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2011 FFI World Conference2011 FFI World Conference2011 FFI World Conference2011 FFI World Conference    
 

 
 

Since all prices are being quoted in Euros and using the conversion rate on 1/4/11, it appears that the 
conference fee will run around $373, with a double room around $48 and a single room at $75.  
Airline reservations are on your own.  Go to the FFI website and see what all you get for the price.  
You certainly couldn’t see Hamburg on your own for anything near this price. 
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Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us    
 
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 

 
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 
 

Facebook Account 
Friendship Force of Greater Houston 

 
President 
  Ray Missman 
  713-529-4619 
  ray@missman.org 

 
Vice-President 
  Marjo Ave Lallemant 
  713-669-1972 
  winmar39@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Treasurer 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 
  marlinl@comcast.net 

 
Secretary 
 position open 
   
 

 
Newsletter Editor &  
Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-837-5151 or 281-380-8684 
  jhuntington001@comcast.net 

 
Membership Chairman 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 
  jp@nporter.com 

 

FFI Procedures 
 Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 

 
Telephone Committee Chairman 
 PJ Missman 
  713-529-4619 
  pmissman@hotmail.org 
 
Outbound Exchange Directors 
 Linda Doolittle 
  713-465-3120 
  ldoo15@aol.com 

.and 
 Sidney Formanek 
  281-821-9876 
  sidcaver@yahoo.,com 
 

2011 FF Houston Calendar2011 FF Houston Calendar2011 FF Houston Calendar2011 FF Houston Calendar    
Date Day Activity Location Time 

Mar 26 Sat World Friendship Day & Potluck 
luncheon,  “Make a Difference: 
Who we are, In- and Outbound” 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Apr 5 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Apr 16 Sat International Dining Night Spanish Flowers, 4701 N. 
Main, 713-869-1706 

6 PM 

Apr 30 Sat Guest Speaker from HMNS  on  “The 
Silk Road” exhibit (potluck luncheon) 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

May 3 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

May 14 Sat International Dining Night Royal Supper Buffet, 9350 
Westheimer, 713-706-3900 

6 PM 

May 21 Sat Guest Speaker (TBA) & potluck 
luncheon  

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Jun 7 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Jun 11 Sat International Dining Night Saffron Moroccan Cuisine, 
2006 Lexington, 713-523-
5697 

6 PM 

Jun ??  Outbound Exchange to Brazil Linda Doolittle & Sidney 
Formanek, co-EDs 

 

Jul 5 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Jul 16 Sat International Dining Night Charivari, 2521 Bagby St., 
713-581-8237 

6 PM 

Jul 30 Sat Guest Speaker: Linda Edwards, “My 
stay in Malawi” & potluck luncheon 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Aug 2 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 
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Select Nominating Comm.  

Aug 13 Sat International Dining Night Tinto's, 2015 W. Gray, 713-
522-1330 

6 PM 

Aug 26-30 Fri-
Tue 

FFI World Conference in Hamburg, 
Germany 

  

Sep 6 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Sep 10 Sat International Dining Night  6 PM 

Sep 24 Sat Guest Speaker from Baku, 
Azerbaijan, a sister city of Houston. 
& Presentation of slate of officers for 
2012 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Oct 4 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Oct 15 Sat International Dining Night TBD 6 PM 

Oct 29 Sat General Meeting &  
Election of officers 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Nov 1 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Nov 12 Sat International Dining Night TBD 6 PM 

Nov 19 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 
Dec 6 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Dec 10 Sat International Dining Night TBD 6 PM 

Dec 17 Sat Holiday Party Suggestions appreciated  

 

Tracy Gee Community Center is located at 3599 Westcenter Dr., 77042, just south of Richmond and 
inside Beltway 8 West. 

 


