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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges 
between people in over fifty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay 
exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences that build lasting bonds of friendship.   
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, 
you may home host people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-
widening Friendship Force global network represents a powerful and growing force that can 
overcome differences between people and nations. 

 

President’s CornerPresident’s CornerPresident’s CornerPresident’s Corner    
 

FF Houston, 

 

We’re still working on plans for inbound and outbound exchanges.  We may well have an inbound 
exchange from Ottawa in early November.   This would be the francophone club, not the English-
speaking Ottawa club we hosted in 2008.   And we’re working to get some better definition of our 
2012 exchanges (Kumamoto inbound, Peru outbound, possibly a domestic inbound, too).   More 
details later as things firm up. 

 

It’s that time of the year – our Nominating Committee has been formed and has started its search for 
next year’s club officers.   If you get a tap on the shoulder or a friendly phone call asking for your help, 
please consider it carefully.   The club really benefits when new people start contributing with new 
ideas and fresh ways of looking at things.   It might be a little work, but it can also be very rewarding. 

 

Our next meeting will be August 27 at Tracy Gee.   This is about the Brazil exchange.   PJ and I 
weren’t able to go on this one, so I am looking forward to hearing about the trip – the two Brazilian 
towns, what they were like, Iguaçu Falls, those odd or funny experiences that always seem to come 
up, etc.   I hope you will join us for a little vicarious travel to South America.   As usual, we’ll have a 
“pot luck” – know any Brazilian recipes? 

 
In Friendship, 

Ray Missman 
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JulyJulyJulyJuly Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting Recap Recap Recap Recap    
by Ray Missman / Linda Marlin / Joy Huntington 

 

Our July meeting was a talk on Malawi by Linda Edwards.   Judging from the discussion and 
questions we asked her, it seemed to have caught everyone’s interest.   Although she only spent a 
month in Malawi, it was in the less-traveled area, hosted by a friend, and she’d spent considerable 
time studying Malawi ahead of time.   Knowing that a number of our members have spent time 
overseas, we were quite impressed by how much insight she acquired in that time. 
 
Linda is a retired educator, who travels as far and as often as her pennies can go.  She was born in 
Trinidad and Tobago, educated at the University of the West Indies and University of Delaware.  She 
taught at all levels and has designed and delivered Management Training Programs to various 
groups.  She has quite a bio, too: Board Member of The Fulbright Association of Houston, and former 
member of the Houston World Affairs Council, and SIETAR Houston (Society for Intercultural 
Education Training and Research); author of two novels and a DVD of poetry.  Some of her travels 
include England, Saudi Arabia, Malawi, Bolivia, and the Caribbean region, except Cuba and 
Hispaniola.   
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Guest Speaker, Linda Edwards 

 
 

   
Presentation of speaker’s gift, a gemstone globe paperweight from the Smithsonian gift shop 
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AugustAugustAugustAugust Mtg Mtg Mtg Mtg    ---- Presentation of  Presentation of  Presentation of  Presentation of Exchange to BrazilExchange to BrazilExchange to BrazilExchange to Brazil    
 
Our members who traveled to Brazil in June for two exchanges and an extension will be presenting 
their experiences to us at our regular monthly meeting on Saturday, August 27th at the Tracy Gee 
Community Center.  There will be a slide presentation, as well as some of their special mementos to 
view.  We will have a potluck luncheon, so if you have any Brazilian dishes in your repertoire, please 
bring one to share.  We generally visit from about 11:00 am until 11:45, then eat and have the 
presentation at about 12:30.  We hope to see you there – to participate in sharing knowledge about 
Brazil if you’ve been yourself or to travel vicariously with our Houston “Ambassadors” if you haven’t 
been.  Come immerse yourself in Brazil for a few hours! 
 

InteInteInteInternational Dining Night for Septemberrnational Dining Night for Septemberrnational Dining Night for Septemberrnational Dining Night for September    
 

We hope you will join us for our monthly International Dining Night on Saturday, September 10th at 
Ruggles Green, 2311 W. Alabama, (713-533-0777) at 6:00 PM.  We enjoy these opportunities to get 
together in smaller groups to visit and get better acquainted with one another.  It gives us time to 
enjoy good friends, good conversation and good food – with no agenda, other than having fun!   We 
are interested in your suggestions for good dining experiences, so please let Marjo or any Board 
member know of your ideas for future restaurant locations.  Share a local favorite!   Here is a link to 
Ruggles’ website and a map: 
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?q=ruggles,+2311+west+alabama+st,+houston,+tx&hl=en&cid=8
682214763779111987 
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Upcoming ExchangesUpcoming ExchangesUpcoming ExchangesUpcoming Exchanges    
 
Get ready to “host” and be “hosted”.   
 
1)  We have accepted a request from the “French” club in Ottawa to visit us in early to mid November.  
(If you remember, we hosted their English-speaking counterparts in November 2008.)  We have a trio 
of ladies who have agreed to be co-Exchange Directors for this inbound exchange; Linda Doolittle, PJ 
Missman and Jean Porter.  If you would like to help us organize the local activities for this group, 
please contact one of these ladies.  And be thinking about hosting during the exchange.  Remember 
that you can help host in two different ways. (1) we need home hosts to literally “house” our guests, 
and (2) we also need “day” hosts to help escort them around our area to see the sights. 
 
2)  In early 2012, we will be reciprocating with the club in Kumamoto, Japan whom some of us visited 
in 2009.  The exchange is tentatively set for January but we are trying to move it back to late 
February or early March, primarily because of the weather and also because of the Rodeo.  We know 
they would really enjoy that adventure.  So there again, be thinking about hosting.  Joy Huntington, 
Linda Marlin and Ruby Reviere have agreed to be ED’s for this exchange. 
 
3)  In April of 2012, the Sacramento, California club is coming to Dallas for a domestic exchange from 
April 7-15th.  So we are considering hosting them the following week, but have not absolutely 
committed as yet.  Tentative ED’s are Linda Doolittle, PJ Missman and Jean Porter.  Correspondence 
is still going back and forth so we will keep you posted on this one. 
 
4)  Another “reciprocation” exchange will be in June 2012 when we have been invited to Lima and 
Terrapoto, Peru to visit our friends who came to stay with us in September 2007.  We have been 
trying to go to Peru every year since they were here, but their clubs are so popular and are so busy 
hosting that we feel lucky to have finally been accepted.  Tentative ED’s are Joy Huntington and 
Linda Marlin.  So start doing your research on Peru so you can be an informed Ambassador!! 
 

Membership NewsMembership NewsMembership NewsMembership News    
by Jean Porter, Membership Chairman 
 
Let's keep membership goals in the forefront of our efforts; we need everyone's participation to grow 
our club!  
 
 Remember: 
 1.  Bring a friend to a meeting, 
 2.  Place FF Brochures in your local library, community center,  place of worship, etc.    
   (Brochure pkgs. available at our meetings) 
 3.  Volunteer for our new & exciting "Speaker’s Bureau". 
   
Speaking of membership, we're pleased to welcome Lynn Montgomery, an experienced FF member 
from the Estes Park, Colorado club.   Lynn is a musician, speaks Spanish, and enjoys music, sports, 
opera, ballet & hiking.   Colorado's loss is definitely our gain!   We look forward to sharing friendship 
and exchanges with him.   Let’s make him feel at home!   
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Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us    
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 

 
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 
 

Facebook Account 
Friendship Force of Greater Houston 

 
President 
  Ray Missman 
  713-529-4619 
  ray@missman.org 

 
Vice-President 
  Marjo Ave Lallemant 
  713-669-1972 
  winmar39@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 
Treasurer 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 
  marlinl@comcast.net 

 
Secretary (temporary) 
 Genevieve Pike 
  281-970-6751 
  geneviepike@sbcglobal.net 

 
Newsletter Editor &  
Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-837-5151 or 281-380-8684 
  jhuntington001@comcast.net 

 
Membership Chairman 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 
  jp@nporter.com 

 
FFI Procedures 
 Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 

 
Telephone Committee Chairman 
 PJ Missman 
  713-529-4619 
  pmissman@hotmail.org 
 

RemainingRemainingRemainingRemaining 2011 FF Houston Calendar2011 FF Houston Calendar2011 FF Houston Calendar2011 FF Houston Calendar 
 

Date Day Activity Location Time 

Aug 27 Sat Recap of Brazil exchange & potluck Tracy Gee Comm. Center, 
3599 Westcenter Blvd., 
77042 

11 AM 

Sep 6 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Sep 10 Sat International Dining Night Ruggles Green, 2311 W. 
Alabama, 713-533-0777 

6 PM 

Sep 24 Sat Potluck luncheon & Guest Speaker 
from Baku, Azerbaijan, a sister city of 
Houston & Presentation of slate of 
officers for 2012 

Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Oct 4 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Oct 15 Sat Tour the Buffalo Soldiers Museum 
and lunch TBD 

Map & info later 10 AM 

Oct 29 Sat Walking tour of downtown Houston  & 
lunch TBD, election of officers 

Meet at Minute Maid Park 
(park in their “Diamond Lot” – 
map in Oct. newsletter) 

10 AM 

Nov 1 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Nov 12 Sat International Dining Night Fish City Grill, 5172 Buffalo 
Speedway # C, 713- 668-0197 

6 PM 

Nov  Inbound Exchange from Ottawa Details pending  

Nov 19 Sat General Meeting Tracy Gee CC 11 AM 

Dec 6 Tue Board Meeting Missman’s home 7 PM 

Dec 10 Sat International Dining Night Suggestions appreciated 6 PM 

Dec 17 Sat Holiday Party Suggestions appreciated  
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Election of Officers in OctoberElection of Officers in OctoberElection of Officers in OctoberElection of Officers in October    
 
Your board has selected a Nominating Committee to come up with a slate of officers to be presented at 
our September meeting.  We will have elections in October, with nominations also accepted from the 
floor, and the new officers will begin their terms in January 2012.  If you are interested in being an officer 
or on a committee, please let anyone on the Board know.  We have several positions to fill and need 
your participation.  Organizations don’t run themselves.  We need members to “step up to the plate” in 
order for all of us to enjoy the benefits our club offers. 


