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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
fifty nations of the world.  It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.   
 As an Ambassador you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.  In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 

Last Month’s Meeting 
by Linda Marlin 
 

Marjo Ave Lallemant Rules! 
 
When Margherita Young-Zellweger, honorary consul of Switzerland, ended up in Switzerland April 28 
instead of speaking to our club as planned, what to do?  Ask our club members if they have any 
international credentials and insights to share.  That's what.  

 
Marjo Ave Lallemant certainly filled those requirements.  A native of the 
Netherlands and a history major to boot, Marjo provided held us spellbound 
talking about the dike system and history of that tiny nation of almost 70 million 
people.  She fielded questions on drug use, socialism, the education system, and 
the reclamation of land for that burgeoning population.  
 
It was one of our most fascinating programs, and everyone left knowing a great 
deal more about Holland than they did before attending the meeting.  Thank you, 
Marjo. 
 

International Dining Night 
 
We hope you can join us on Saturday, May 5th for 
our monthly International Dining Night at Auntie 
Chang’s Dumpling House at 2621 So. Shepherd 
(#290 upstairs) at the corner of Westheimer.  Their 
phone number is (713) 524-8410.  And be aware 
that there is an elevator available for our use. 
http://www.auntiechangs.com/flash/index.php 
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Change in Plans for May 19th 
 
Please note two things:  our meeting will be earlier than normal this month because of the Memorial 
Day holiday weekend and it will NOT be at Tracy Gee. 
 
 
First, we'll have lunch at The French Corner at 1:00 PM (1104 Old 
Spanish Trail, 77054, tel. 713-661-5324).  
http://www.thefrenchcorner.com/   See “A” on the map. 
 
After lunch we'll go to the Houston Maritime Museum (2204 Dorrington, 
77030) where we'll have a guided tour from 3:30-4:30 PM.  
http://www.houstonmaritimemuseum.org/   See “B” on the map. 
 
 

 
 
Afterwards you are welcome to have a drink at the Ave Lallemants, 2238 Goldsmith Rd, 77030, home 
#713-669-1972.   See “C” on the map. 
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President’s Corner 
 
A Star is Born 
 
Most of you have attended at least one Farewell Dinner at the end of an Exchange, so you know it is 
customary for the two clubs to “entertain” one another.  Our club has been sadly lacking in that 
department.  About the BEST we’ve done is have John Doolittle and Joy Huntington and the 
Formaneks do some country western dancing (they’re good) after the whole of us sang “Yellow Rose 
of Texas” and “Deep in the Heart of Texas” so wrenchingly bad, it brought tears to your eyes.  
Literally.  In fact, after we sang that to the Japanese I said, very sincerely, “Never Again.” 
 
 
Thus when it was our turn to “entertain” the Sacramento 
Exchange…..we had nothing….nada….or so I thought.  Out 
of the wilderness, who steps up to the plate but……..our 
new star….TOM EVANS.   He does this comedy routine, 
complete with a guitar which he cannot play at all, that has 
everyone rollicking.  He had perfect comic timing, which I 
have always heard is the real art of the genre, and a great 
stage presence.  He finished his act with his touching 
rendition of “I just don’t look good naked anymore”.  
Everyone who did not come to that dinner missed a treat.  
And our search for talent is over.  
 
 
The exchange went well – PJ pulled it off even though she was in California for most of the planning.  
Jean Porter fielded every possible mishap (and there were plenty) and the hosts all got rave reviews 
from their “ambassadors”.  Many, many thanks to Sid and Don Formanek, Tom and Mary Evans, PJ 
and Ray Missman, Joy Huntington, Art Blevins (he left chocolates on the pillows of his guests), Betty 
Spooner, Mary Adams, and Gen Pike.  Hosting is a lot of work, but it is so much fun and the 
Sacramento guests were completely delightful.  It really is the whole point of the Club.  I’d do it again 
in a heartbeat, as I no doubt will in October.  I sure hope more of you can take part then, too.  It is 
well worth the trouble. 
 
But one more time, a special round of applause and super thanks to TOM EVANS…he truly saved 
the day and our club’s face. 
 
Yours in friendship, 
 

Linda Marlin 

 



Friendship Force Houston                             Page 4     May 2012 

 

Outbound Exchange to Peru in June 
by Joy Huntington, ED 
 
We have ten Ambassadors going to Peru 
for two exchanges and a week-long 
extension.  Several are from FF Houston 
as well as others who do not live in 
Houston.  Our members (besides myself) 
are Sid and Don Formanek, Art Blevins, 
and Lynn Montgomery (who has -- 
unfortunately for us -- moved to Estes 
Park, CO).  It is quite a varied group.  We 
have a member from Dallas, a member 
from Lincoln, NE and then various 
friends.  Seven are departing on June 
10th for a week’s exchange with the 
Tarapoto club, in the Andes Mountains in 
the northern part of the country; then the 
other three are joining them on the 17th 
for a week with the Lima club in the 
center of the country.  The whole group 
will be going on to Cuzco (including Machu Picchu & area) for 4 days followed by 3 days in the Lake 
Titicaca area in the southernmost section of the country.   
 

One of the real highlights of our trip 
will be the opportunity to witness 
Peru’s most important celebration of 
the year called Inti Raymi, which is 
the second biggest festival in Latin 
America, after the carnival of Rio de 
Janeiro.  It was celebrated by the 
Incas as the Festival of the Sun 
where the God of the Sun is 
honored.  The Inti Raymi symbolizes 
the eternal consecration of marriage 
between the Sun and his sons, the 
human beings.  On the 24th of June 
they celebrate the winter solstice, the 
beginning of the Sun's New Year.  
Scientifically the solstice begins on 
the 21st of June, but according to the 
Pacha Unachaq, a sundial used by 
the Incas, the sun stays some days 

in the same place before rising on the 24th of June.  This day was proclaimed by the high priest as 
the New Year: Inti Raymi!  
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Contact Us
 
Friendship Force International 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 
 

Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 
 

Facebook Account 
Friendship Force of Greater Houston 
 

President 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 
 

Vice-President 
 Marjo Ave Lallemant 
  713-669-1972 
  winmar39@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Elizabeth Spooner 
  281-589-7901 
  no email 
 

Secretary 
 Genevieve Pike 
  281-970-6751 
  geneviepike@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Newsletter Editor &  
Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
  281-837-5151 or 281-380-8684 
  jhuntington001@gmail.com 
 

Membership Chairman 
 Jean Porter 
  281-240-0352 
  jp@nporter.com 
 

FFI  Procedures Chairman 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 

FF Houston 2012 Calendar 
Date Day Activity Location Time 

May 5 Sat International Dining Night Auntie Chang’s Dumpling 
House, 2621 S. Shepherd 

6 PM 

May 19 Sat Lunch at The French Corner, 
Tour of Maritime Museum, 
Drinks at Ave Lallemants 

1104 Old Spanish Trail, 
2204 Dorrington, 
2238 Goldsmith Rd. 

1 PM 

Jun 9 Sat International Dining Night  6 PM 

Jun 10–30  Outbound Exchanges to Tarapoto & 
Lima, Peru, extensions to Cuzco 
(Machu Picchu) & Puno (Lake 
Titicaca and region) 

Joy Huntington, ED  

Jun 30 Sat General Mtg followed by Board Mtg Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. * 11 AM 

Jul 14 Sat International Dining Night  6 PM 

Jul 28 Sat General Mtg followed by Board Mtg Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. * 11 AM 

Aug 11 Sat International Dining Night  6 PM 

Aug 25 Sat General Mtg followed by Board Mtg Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. * 11 AM 

Sep 15 Sat International Dining Night  6 PM 

Sep 29 Sat General Mtg followed by Board Mtg 
– Presentation of slate of officers 

Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. * 11 AM 

Oct 13 Sat International Dining Night  6 PM 

Oct 25 – 
Nov 1 

 Inbound Exchange from North Bay, 
Ontario, Canada 

Linda Marlin, Exchange 
Director 

 

Oct 27 Sat General Meeting followed by Board 
meeting  --  Election of Officers 

Tracy Gee Comm. Ctr. * 11 AM 

Nov 10 Sat International Dining Night  6 PM 

Dec 8 Sat Holiday Party at Sam Houston Park 
(Heritage Society) 

Behind 1100 Bagby St. in 
downtown 

 

* Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Blvd., one block inside Beltway 8 off Richmond 


