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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
sixty nations of the world.   It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.      
 As an Ambassador, you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.   In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Once again, thanks to all who participated in making our Australian Ambassadors feel like 
Houstonians.  What began as an afterthought grew into a terrific experience. 
 
One of my objectives was to have newer members take a more active role, and it’s been 
successful thus far.  Lynda Toups is working as the Journey Coordinator for our outbound 
Journey to Canada in September, Moritza Day has agreed to be our Media Liaison, and Sheila 
& Gary TenEyck have stepped up, with the assistance and tutelage of some of our “old guard”, 
to be the JC’s for our 2020 inbound Journey.  It exemplifies what we’re all about.  I trust 
that more of you will follow the lead of these great folks. 
 
We’re in the preliminary stages of organizing our inbound journey from FF of Leicestershire, 
England in March of 2020.  Thus far, Lynda, Margaret, Joy, and Sid/Don have agreed to 
host.  If you’re willing to open your home to our UK Ambassadors, please contact Sheila or 
Gary.  Our outbound journey to Thailand and Western Australia is a bit down the road, but 
Josie has volunteered to be the Journey Coordinator and will get things going at the 
appropriate time.  Next year looks absolutely marvelous. 
 
We’ll be dining this Saturday … see you there. 
 
Cheers, 
Al Geffon 
Leadership Coordinator 
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Review of Past Activities 
 

1.  May International Dining 
 

 
Dinner at Yia Yia Mary’s is always a delight.  Great Greek food 
and a lively environment.  Everyone enjoyed the evening; lots of 
good conversation and visiting. 
 

      
L to R: Gary TenEyck, Lynda Toups, Sheila T.           Josie Geffon, Joy Huntington, Betty Pavlesic, Becky Bradley 

 

       
Marjo Ave Lallemant & Keith Rosen      Joyce Saylan & son, Jeff Irvin  
 

                     
Don & Sid Formanek, Jean Porter 



Friendship Force Houston                                  Page 3               June 2019 

 

      
Barbara Burr, James Permana, Al Geffon                         Martha Lehner, Joyce Saylan, Gem Smith 

. 

2. Aussies in May instead of our regular meeting 
 
Because we had agreed to entertain a dozen Ambassadors from the Queensland, Australia club on 
their layover between official Journeys to Albuquerque and Austin, we did not have a meeting in May.  
So on Sat., May 18th, several of our members picked them up at their hotel and took them to the 
NASA Space Center for touring.  Thanks to Al & Josie Geffon & Joy Huntington for driving them that 
day.  Joy spent the day with them and made sure they got to see as much as possible.  
 

     
 
On Sun., May 19th, several of our members joined the Aussies for a bus tour inside the Loop led by 
new member and professional tour guide, Keith Rosen.  Special thanks go out to Keith for an 
awesome tour and all the great information and to Linda Marlin for arranging for the free County bus.  
Also thanks to the following FFH members who accompanied the Aussies on the day’s tour: Jean 
Porter, Marjo Ave Lallemant, Lang Starns, Tish Crahen, Al & Josie Geffon, Gen Pike, & Moritza Day.  
Lunch was at Cleburne’s Cafeteria on Bissonnet and dinner was at the Saint Arnold Brewing Co., 
preceded by a tour. 
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Sign on I-10 near the Heights made by David Adickes 

 

        
Catholic Co-Cathedral      Williams’ Tower Water Wall 
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  .  
Downtown skyline            Longhorn/Armadillo on Kirby Dr. 
 

    
David Adickes’ warehouse & studio        Very artistic graffiti near downtown 

 

     
Beer Can House              Art Car garage 
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Saying goodbye 

     
Saint Arnold Brewing Co. 
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Upcoming Activities 
1.  June International Dining on second Sat. 6/8 at 6 PM 
 
Kam's Fine Chinese, 4500 Montrose, 77006, 713-783-4419 at 6 PM 

 
 
Kam’s door’s opened in 1988 as a neighborhood restaurant 
and still remains a neighborhood gem for the loyal locals.  
Family owned and operated, they work to provide an 
atmosphere that is both relaxed and comfortable.  They 
have a special blend of East and West and mix modern with 
the traditional.  Just like you are at a good friend’s home, 
‘rushed’ is the last thing you will feel here. 
 
 

They offer a savory array of Pan-Asian dishes as well as familiar Chinese comfort food done right.  
Virtually every single item on the menu is fresh and made from scratch. 
 
Centrally located in the historic Montrose District and next to the Museum District and Medical Center, 
their customers range from the artistically inclined to the growing family and everyone in 
between.  They have even had the pleasure to welcome a President and a celebrity or two. 
 

 
 

2.  June Meeting on fourth Sat., 6/22 
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Our speaker is Moritza Day who will be presenting photos and 
memories from her first Friendship Force Journey to Bogota, 
Colombia in October 2018, with the Austin and Memphis 
clubs.  Prior to the official Journey, she spent 3 days in 
Cartagena (think “Romancing the Stone”), a colonial walled 
city on the Caribbean, and 4 days in Medellin (infamous for 
past drug wars), a beautiful city surrounded by mountains like 
Mexico City. 
 
She says it is a beautiful country with happy, loving people 
who have suffered historically but who want to live in the           Bogota 
present and build for the future.   
 
Colombia, te quiero! 
 

 
Cartagena                 Medellin 
 

Journeys for 2020 
 

Our International Office Staff has completed the “matching” process for over 
350 clubs (which must be quite an undertaking), and we have been assigned 
one inbound and one outbound Journey for 2020.  Last fall, our members 
voted at one of the meetings for first, second and third choices for the 
outbound journey and we got our first choice:  Thailand!!!  So we have been 
invited to spend a week in the homes of the Bangkok, Thailand club in 
October as well as a second Journey to Australia.  Start saving your pennies!!  Josie Geffon has 
agreed to be our Ambassador Coordinator for this Outbound Journey. 
 

And those of us who went on our outbound Journey in 2016 to Cornwall 
and Leicestershire, UK are very excited to learn that Leicestershire will be 
coming to stay with us in March 2020.  We are hoping that many of our 
British home hosts will be able to make this trip, so we can reciprocate their 
hospitality.  However, there are always reasons that keep that from 
happening, including the fact that two of our “Ambassador” couples have 

since moved away from Houston.  So start thinking about being home or day hosts next March for a 
great bunch of Brits!  New member, Sheila TenEyck, has agreed to be our Host Coordinator for this 
Inbound Journey, so start thinking about home and day hosting opportunities. 
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Battleship Texas leaving San Jacinto 
Battleground for good over decline in visits 
By Steven Romo, KTRK 
 
LA PORTE, Texas -- Battleship Texas, a 107-year-old 
relic of both World Wars, is set to pull up its anchors 
and depart from the San Jacinto Battleground.  
Visitors have until the end of the year to book tours of 
the historic battleship before it is moved permanently 
from the Houston area.  Bruce Bramlett with the 
Battleship Texas Foundation said the main reason for 
the move is because it doesn't have enough paid 
visitors to maintain the ship.  "We need to get 
somewhere where there's a lot of people," Bramlett 
said. 
 
A bill passed unanimously in the legislature which will provide Battleship Texas $35 million for repairs 
before it is taken to its new home.  The measure mentioned the upper Texas coast as the general 
region for the new home, but no specific site has been chosen, Bramlett said.  The bill is now heading 
to Gov. Greg Abbott's desk.  The repairs are expected to take about a year before the ship is moved 
to its new location.  It's expected to depart what's been its home for the last 70 years by the end of 
2019.  "At the end of the day, I think people will be really excited about the things we have planned," 
Bramlett said. 
 
The USS Texas was launched on May 18, 1912 and is the second ship the U.S. Navy named in 
honor of the state of Texas.  The ship saw action in Mexican waters following the Tampico Incident in 
1914 and was heavily and valiantly involved in both World Wars. 
 
Thanks to Joyce Saylan for sharing this news. 
 

Traveler Alert:  What is REAL ID? 
 

If you haven’t already heard, your driver’s license may not be used as a valid ID at airports starting 
October 1, 2020 unless it is a REAL ID license.  
 
Excerpt from Texas Dept. of Public Safety: 
The REAL ID Act is a federal law passed by Congress after 9/11 that establishes specific federal requirements 
for state-issued driver license and identity cards to be accepted for certain federal purposes, like entering a 
federal building or boarding a domestic flight.  Although it was passed in 2005, it will not fully go into effect 
until 2020. 
 
Texas residents will be able to come to a DPS Driver License office with proof of identity, state residency, U.S. 
citizenship or lawful presence in the U.S. and obtain a REAL ID license or ID card when DPS begins producing 
the new REAL ID documents on October 10, 2016. 
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Under the plan submitted to DHS, DPS will issue REAL ID compliant Driver License and Identification cards: 
REAL ID DL and ID cards.  These cards will be marked with a star and can be used as the sole ID for domestic 
flights and to access federal buildings.  Texans can continue to use their standard licenses until they expire or 
until October 1, 2020; whichever comes first.  Texans can come into any DPS office to get REAL ID licenses, 
before their current licenses expire. 
 

Thanks to Lynda Toups for alerting us to this information.  In other words, if you have a TX Driver’s 
License issued before Oct. 2016, it will not have the REAL ID “gold star” that passes federal 
requirements for compliance.  Check yours out.  You may want to get a more current one. 
 

Contact Us 
 
Friendship Force International 
www.friendshipforce.org 
 
Friendship Force Houston, TX 
www.ffhoustontx.org 
Webmaster: Joy Huntington 
 
Facebook Account 
www.facebook.com/groups/friendshipfor
cehouston/ 
managed by JoAnn Peschel 
  joannp1038@aol.com 
 
Leadership Coordinator 
 Al Geffon 

  713-729-0001 (h) 
  713-213-6350 (c) 
  al@geffon.net 
 
General Meeting Coordinator 
 Margaret Burgess 
  281-304-8977 (h) 
  512-626-4751 (c) 
  lindey14@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
Secretary 
 Marjo Ave Lallemant 
   713-669-1972 (h) 
   713-822-1446 (c) 

  winmar39@hotmailcom 
 
Treasurer 
 Linda Marlin 
  713-465-9466 (h) 
  832-275-5221 (c) 
  marlinl@comcast.net 
 
Publicity & Dining Chairman 
 Joyce Saylan 
  832-875-7074 
  sayjoyce@gmail.com 
 
Historian 
 Ruby Reviere 
  281-482-2464 (h) 
  rubyreviere@earthlink.net 
 
Sunshine Chairman 
 Elsie Sinclair 
 281-955-5124 
 eqsinclair@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 
 Joy Huntington 
 281-380-8684 
 jhuntington001@gmail.com 
 
Membership Chairman 
 Elizabeth Spooner 
 281-589-7901 
  no email 
 
Telephone Committee 
 Genevieve Pike 
  281-970-6751 (h) 
  281-250-0317 (c) 

 geneviepike@sbcglobal.net 
 
Program Chairman 
 Vivian Pollock 
  713-598-0300 

 vpollock2014@gmail.com 
 
Outbound Journey Coord. 
 Lynda Toups 
  832-984-0783 

 lktoups2@gmail.com 

FF Houston 2019 Calendar 
Date Day Activity Location Time 

June 8 Sat International Dining 
Kam's Fine Chinese, 4500 

Montrose, 77006, 713-783-4419 
6 PM 

June 22 Sat. 
Meeting, potluck & presentation by Moritza 

Day about her FF Journey to Colombia 
Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

July 13 Sat International Dining 
Nazif's Turkish Cuisine, 8821 
Westheimer, 713-977-4176 

11 AM 

July 19-23 
Fri - 
Tues 

Pre-Conference Home Hosting in Houston Need home & day hosts  

July 23-27 
Tues - 

Sat 
FFI World Conference Boulder, CO  



Friendship Force Houston                                  Page 11               June 2019 

 

July 27 Sat 
Meeting, potluck & presentation by Keith 

Rosen about Houston Tours 
Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Aug 10 Sat International Dining 
Fu's Garden, 5866 San Felipe, 

713-783-4419 11:30 AM 

Aug 24 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Sep 13 – 16  
Pre-Journey Extension to Niagara Falls, 

NY 
Lynda Toups,  

Ambassador Coordinator 
 

 

Sep 16 - 23  
Outbound Journey to North Bay, Ontario, 

Canada 
 

Sep 23 - 26  Post-Journey Extension to Toronto, ON  

Sep 14 Sat International Dining  TBD 

Sep 28 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Oct 12 Sat International Dining  TBD 

Oct 26 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Nov 9 Sat International Dining  TBD 

Nov 23 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Dec 7 or 14 Sat Holiday Party / Brunch To Be Determined 10 AM 
*Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Dr., inside Beltway 8 West off of Richmond 


