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A World Of Friends Is A World Of Peace. 
A Non-Profit Organization Promoting Peace through Citizen Exchanges 
 

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL? 
 The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization sponsoring people-to-people exchanges between people in over 
sixty nations of the world.   It brings people together through home stay exchanges – creating unforgettable experiences 
that build lasting bonds of friendship.      
 As an Ambassador, you share lifestyles in a private home in other countries for a week.   In return, you may home host 
people from that nation or other nations to share your lifestyle.  The ever-widening Friendship Force global network 
represents a powerful and growing force that can overcome differences between people and nations. 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As summer approaches, our thoughts shift to escaping Houston’s triple-digit 
weather … so why not do so on a Friendship Force journey. Take a look here 
https://www.friendshipforce.org/our-catalog-of-upcoming-journeys/  and see what appeals 
to you.  There’s got to be some place you’ve always wanted to see (except for 
Ruby, who’s already been everywhere!), so make the effort to find out more.  
Josie and I have traveled with clubs from Austin and Phoenix, and Sid and Don will 
be headed to Egypt and Jordan with the folks from Northern Ohio.  It’s a perk 
that isn’t taken advantage of nearly enough … and be prepared to tell us all about 
it when you return.  Happy Travels! 

Cheers … 

Al Geffon 
Leadership Coordinator 
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Review of Past Activities 
 

1.  April International Dining 
Photos & Article by Joyce Saylan 
 
Mary’z Mediterranean (Lebanese) Cuisine      Oh, the food was scrumptious!!!  Huge sandwiches!  
Falafel!  Kibbi!  Cabbage rolls, grape leaves!  Meat-filled pies!  And the most wonderful oven 
browned, lemon and herbed diced potatoes!!!!  I can still taste them!! 
 

              
      Vivian Pollock, Margaret Burgess                      Jane Anthony, Karen Harris 

 

 
L to R:  Doug Anthony, Mary Lehner, Keith Rosen, Betty Pavlesic 
 

  

       L to R:  Martha Lerner, Keith Rosen, Betty Pavlesic 
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Doug Anthony, Mary Lehner, Keith Rosen, Betty Pavlesic, Joyce Saylan, Vivian Pollock, Margaret Burgess, Karen Harris 

 

2.  April Meeting on Islam 
After the events of 9/11, Curtis Burton began his study of the Quran, which is the 
central religious text of Islam, which Muslims believe to be a revelation 
from God (Allah).  He later volunteered to help Muslim refugees from Syria who had 
fled to Greece.  While there, he began to question some of the tenets of Islam.  At 
our meeting, he presented some facts and opinions which sparked an interesting 
discussion among our members.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Don & Sid Formanek, Kamal Maheshwari 
 

         Margaret Burgess, Cheryl Smith, Joyce Saylan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Jane & Doug Anthony, Ruby Reviere, Betty Spooner            Carol Kingshill, Betty Spooner, Moritza Day, 
 Josie Geffon, Jean Porter 
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Elsie Sinclair, Gen Pike, Marjo Ave Lallemant, James Permana    Vivian Pollock, Richard Drapeau, Kathryn Chenoweth, Joe Watt 
 

Upcoming Activities 
1.  May International Dining on second Sat. 5/11 

 

Yia Yia Mary's Greek Restaurant, 4747 San Felipe just outside Loop 610 West at 6 PM 
 

“Yia Yia Mary's f irst opened its doors in 2005.  The Mediterranean 
kitchen is named after the Pappas family's grandmother ("yia yia" is 
Greek for “grandmother”) and reflects the family history through the 
recipes passed down by each generation.” 
 

 
Opa!!!  It's Yia Yia Mary's for DINNER in May for a night of fabulous Greek cuisine.  Family recipes and the Pappas 
tradition of perfection and fresh everything awaits.  Another perk: their lunch menu is available to seniors all the time.  
So choose from small plates (meze), appetizers like dolmades, special olive bread, and favorites like moussaka and 
pastitsio, and the mouthwatering osso bucco!!!  Dare you to have room for Baklava cheesecake!!  Free parking in the 
church lot! 
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2.  Aussies in May instead of our regular meeting 
 
Because we will be day hosting 12 folks from the Sunshine Coast Club in Australia on Sat. & Sun., 
May 18th & 19th, we will not be having our regularly-scheduled monthly meeting.  Please join us in 
hosting them for daytime activities as follows:  Sat. need rides to & from Johnson Space Center and 
Sun. for free bus tour around Houston. 
 
We will meet at their hotel on both days:  Club Quarters Hotel, 720 Fannin St., downtown. 
 

 
 
Saturday, May 18th … NASA Visit.  Joy, Vivian and I will pick up the 12 Aussies at their hotel (Club 
Quarters, 720 Fanin) at 9:30 a.m., drop them off at the Space Center, and pick them up at 4:00.  On 
the way back, we’ll stop for barbecue at Pappas, 7050 I-45 North (exit 41A).  Meals are at each 
individual’s expense.  If any of you would like to accompany the Australians, just meet us at the hotel.  
Transportation, parking ($5), admission ($30 for the basic), and any food will be on your own.  
 
Sunday, May 19th … Bus Tour.  We’ll all meet at the Aussies’ hotel noted above at 10:00.  The 
itinerary will include several possible stops for food, including Phoenicia, Galleria and the last stop at 
St. Arnolds, from where we’ll head back to the hotel.  Again, meals and any admissions are the 
individuals’ responsibility.  We’ll be collecting $5 per person to cover the driver’s lunch and gratuity.  
For the umpteenth time (and she deserves every one!), many thanks to Linda Marlin for arranging the 
bus.  If you’d like to ride along, just show up and hop aboard.  We should have room (we’re at 18 right 
now), so we can likely handle a few more.  Parking downtown is free on Sundays. 
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Journey to North Bay, Ontario, Canada in Sept. 
We hope you will consider joining us in our visit to Canada in the fall.  Our Journey Coordinator, 
Lynda Toups, is planning a three-city visit which is detailed below. 

Trip A – fly to Buffalo, NY then head to Niagara Falls for 4 days/3 nights from 9/13-16, then transfer 
to Toronto airport 

Trip B - fly from Toronto to North Bay for official “Journey” (home stays) from 9/16-23 for 8 days/7 
nights 

Trip C - fly from North Bay to Toronto for 4 days/3 nights from 9/23-26; then fly home 

We are expecting that some Ambassadors may have been to either Niagara Falls or Toronto and 
may not want to go again, so they can just arrange their trips accordingly and join the group "late" or 
leave the group "early". 

The cost for the Journey to North Bay (B above) will cost $365, plus your airfare and a few meals. 
Pre and Post trips (A & C above) will be at your own expense (hotel, airfare, meals & tours) and is 
being arranged as a group as much as possible. 

If you are interested in going, please let Lynda know right away (lktoups2@gmail.com).  There will be 
a group meeting to discuss all aspects and to answer any questions in early May.  A full commitment 
on your part is needed prior to the end of May, as we have a group from Taiwan who wants to join us 
and North Bay has a maximum number they can handle. 
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Journeys for 2020 
 

Our International Office Staff has completed the “matching” process for over 
350 clubs (which must be quite an undertaking), and we have been assigned 
one inbound and one outbound Journey for 2020.  Last fall, our members 
voted at one of the meetings for first, second and third choices for the 
outbound journey and we got our first choice:  Thailand!!!  So we have been 
invited to spend a week in the homes of the Bangkok, Thailand club in 
October.  Start saving your pennies!! 
 

And those of us who went on our outbound Journey in 2016 to Cornwall 
and Leicestershire, UK are very excited to learn that Leicestershire will be 
coming to stay with us in March 2020.  We are hoping that many of our 
British home hosts will be able to make this trip, so we can reciprocate their 
hospitality.  However, there are always reasons that keep that from 
happening, including the fact that two of our “Ambassador” couples have 

since moved away from Houston.  So start thinking about being home or day hosts next March for a 
great bunch of Brits!  We will also need Journey Coordinators for both of these as well. 
 

New Member Highlight 
 
Sheila and Gary TenEyck 
 
We are new members of Friendship Force and have been asked to share a few words about ourselves.  We are both 
retired teachers.  Gary taught AP Chemistry for 30 years mainly in Humble ISD, and I taught Computer Science and 
applications in New Caney and Humble ISD.  We have been traveling to Europe for many years as well as Argentina, 
Costa Rica, New Zealand, and Australia.  So far we have traveled to at least 13 countries.  Generally we stay 3-4 weeks 
in each area either renting a car or traveling by train.  Last year we celebrated our 50th anniversary and returned to some 
of our favorite places along the Rhine and Mosel Rivers in Germany.  Gary plans all of our trips mainly with the help of 
Rick Steves’ guide books when available.  We enjoy visiting with locals and seeing the less tourist-visited areas. 
 

    .  
The pictures are from Greece at an Easter festival, in Paris, and in a famous bar in Madrid. 
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Get Connected with FFI 
In order to keep up with all of the wonderful things FFI is planning for all members, we suggest that 
you sign up for their emails.  The section pictured below is found at the bottom of every page on the 
FFI website so you can register for all the news on Journey offerings, cruises, and club information by 

giving your email address.  We highly recommend you subscribe to their newsletters. 

Also, find detailed information for members at the following link:  https://friendshipforce.org/resources/ 

Calendar Link for Google Calendars 
If you use the Google Calendar app (other apps work as well) for your personal use, then it would benefit you to use the 
link below to put our FFH information on your calendar automatically.  Let Joy know if it doesn’t work for you. 

5/11 Dining link: 
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NWhwNXZuY3Rsb3FiMmFkaXV2azNqMTk1NTFfMjAxOT
A1MTEgZmZob3VzdG9udHhAbQ&tmsrc=ffhoustontx%40gmail.com 

Link for Sat., 5/18: 
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=M3A4OTM0bmUyM25ldWlmMzZsMDA0Mjd2OThfMjAxOT
A1MjVUMTYwMDAwWiBmZmhvdXN0b250eEBt&tmsrc=ffhoustontx%40gmail.com 

Link for Sun., 5/19: 
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MDhvazA5MTViOTRvY21pc2VuZmV0aHE2cmsgamh1bn
Rpbmd0b24wMDFAbQ&tmsrc=jhuntington001%40gmail.com 
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FF Houston 2019 Calendar 
Date Day Activity Location Time 

May 11 Sat International Dining 
Ya Ya Mary's Greek Restaurant, 
4747 San Felipe, 713-840-8665 

6 PM 

May 18-19 
Sat-
Sun 

Day Hosting for Australians 
Sat – Johnson Space Center 

Sun – free bus tour of Houston 
(everyone is welcome to join us) 

Meet at Ambassador’s hotel: 
 Club Quarters, 720 Fannin St. 

Sat 9 AM 
Sun 10 AM 

June 8 Sat International Dining 
Kam's Fine Chinese, 4500 
Montrose, 713-783-4419 

6 PM 

June 22 Sat. 
Meeting, potluck & presentation by Moritza 

Day about her FF Journey to Colombia 
Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

July 13 Sat International Dining 
Nazif's Turkish Cuisine, 8821 
Westheimer, 713-977-4176 

11 AM 

July 19-23 
Fri - 
Tues 

Pre-Conference Home Hosting in Houston Need home & day hosts 

July 23-27 
Tues - 

Sat 
FFI World Conference Boulder, CO 

July 27 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Aug 10 Sat International Dining 
Fu's Garden, 5866 San Felipe, 

713-783-4419 11:30 AM 

Aug 24 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 
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Sep 13 – 16  Pre-Journey Extension to Niagara Falls, NY 

Lynda Toups,  
Ambassador Coordinator 

 

 

Sep 16 - 23  
Outbound Journey to North Bay, Ontario, 

Canada 
 

Sep 23 - 26  Post-Journey Extension to Toronto, ON  

Sep 14 Sat International Dining  TBD 

Sep 28 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Oct 12 Sat International Dining  TBD 

Oct 26 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Nov 9 Sat International Dining  TBD 

Nov 23 Sat Meeting, potluck & presentation Tracy Gee CC * 11 AM 

Dec 7 or 14 Sat Holiday Party / Brunch To Be Determined 10 AM 
*Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Dr., inside Beltway 8 West off of Richmond 


